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Abstract

This research aims to study and observe interpreters’ roles and work
conditions in churches and mosques. It also aims to study interpreters’ attitudes
towards their works as well as audiences’ opinions and expectations in the churches
and mosques. The research methods include interviews with 10 interpreters
consisting of 8 Christian interpreters in the churches and 2 Muslim ones in the
mosques as well as 8 audiences consisting of 5 Christian American, 1 Muslim African

and 2 Burmese audiences.

The results from the interviews indicate that the interpreters in the churches
only have the responsibility of interpreting whereas the ones in the mosques also
perform as preachers. The study also found that even though the interpreters
volunteer for the interpretation, they are pleased to interpret for members of their
churches and mosques as it also means serving their own God. The interviews of the
audiences show that they expect the interpreters to understand the religious
concepts and convey them into good English with clear pronunciation that is
understandable to the audiences and with the speed that is quick enough that the

interpreters do not get behind a speaker.
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Pastors,1996.Available from : http://www.actsion.com/InterpMan.htm
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Instructions for Interpreters.Church History, Available from

-http://interpreter.lds.org/interpreter/eng/getting-started

Jumuah Khutbah given in language not Arabic.The Fatwa Center at

Islamweb,1999.Available from

:http://www.islamweb.net/ver2/fatwa/ShowFatwa.php?

lang=E&ld=81486&Option=Fatwald
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