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##528 01633 22 : MAJOR INTERPRETATION
KEYWORDS : COURT INTERPRETERS, WORKING ENVIRONMENT, ATTITUDES,
ROLES

PANITAN ONLAOR : WORKING ENVIRONMENT, ATTITUDES AND ROLES
OF COURT INTERPRETERS. ADVISOR : NUNGHATAI RANGPONSUMRIT

PH.D., 40 pp.

Communication between persons speaking different languages requires interpreters
acting as the medium to make such communication effective. At present, there are several
types of interpreters in various contexts. One of the contexts is court interpreters. This special
research is conducted to study the working environment, attitudes of court interpreting, their
roles and significance, their legal protection, including problems encountered and possible

solutions.

In order to conduct this research, I have studied various textbooks on interpreters in
Thailand, a conference paper and documents from courts in the United States of America, and
information from interviews with four court interpreters. I then interviewed from three court
interpreter users. The interviews’ results show that court interpreters have risky working
environment due to lack of legal protection. At times, the roles of court interpreters go beyond
just being the medium of communication to moral support, but the court interpreters realize
that they should perform their duties impartially. Problems encountered in court interpreting
include lack of standards to measure the skills and capabilities of those wanting to become
court interpreters, low rate of compensation compared to other types of interpretation and
difficulties with court interpreter users. There should be an establishment of standardized

system for court interpreter selection and increase in compensation as an incentive.

Chalermprakiat Center of Translation and Interpretation
Field of Study : Interpretation
Academic Year : 2010
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