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Abstract

This study aims to investigate interpreters’ roles in the propagation of Buddhism
in Thailand. The main objectives of this research are to study interpreters’ opinions toward
their work, to study the desirable qualities of interpreters for the propagation of Buddhism, to study
the obstacles, problems, and limitations as well as the roles of interpreters in the propagation of
Buddhism in Thailand. The researcher has selected six revered monks and bhikkhuni as well as two
laymen for interviews. The researcher also restricted the scope of study to only four provinces:
Bangkok, Nakhon Pathom, Kanchanaburi and Ubon Ratchatani.

The results from the interviews indicate that interpreters’ roles in the propagation of
Buddhism are to translate Lord Buddha’s preaching, to bridge the understandings of devotees who
have various linguistic backgrounds and to induce more faith toward Buddhism. Moreover, the key
factors that make interpretation effective in the propagation of Buddhism are unquenchable thirst

for knowledge in Buddhism and constant improvement in interpreters’ language competency.
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