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# # 548 03431 22 : MAJOR INTERPRETATION
KEYWORD : JOURNALIST INTERPRETERS/ USER’'S EXPECTATION/ FIXER/ INTERPRETER’S
RECRUITMENT

SOONYATA MIANLAMALI : INTERPRETERS AS FOREIGN JOURNALIST ASSISTANTS
ADVISOR : DR. NUNGHATAI RANGPONSUMRIT, 50 pp. ISBN .........

This research aims to study the qualifications, roles and problems of interpreters as foreign
journalist assistants. The scope of this study covers both staff and freelance Thai interpreters and
English-speaking foreign journalists who have to work in countries where English is not mainly used
such as Thailand and others. In-depth interviews were conducted with eleven foreing journalists,
four staff interpreters and four freelance interpreters in six topics, namely recruitment of interpreters,
desirable qualifacations of foreign journalist interpreters, considerations for hiring interpreters, roles
of foreign journalist interpreters, ways to check the accuracy of interpreted messages and problems
found in interpreter’s performance. Results show that the recruiting system, the evaluation and the
roles of interpreters are still unclear. However, the journalists and the interpreters share a lot of
understanding and expectations. They report that desirable qualifications of interpreters are good
language skills and journalistic experiences.The recruiting system of interpreters is by word of
mouth. Many journalists do not have any specific measures to check the accuracy of interpreted
messages. They tend to trust their interpreters despite the capability of cross checking.
Nevertheless, a topic with conflicting opinions is regarding problems from interpreters’
performance. While interpreters are concerned about accuracy, journalists are worried about bias

from interpreters.
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AINUNAMN “In Journalism, what is a fixer?” (2009) lal¥ANununaasAI WnEaslidn

“A fixer is someone who offers assistance to foreign journalists who are trying to get a story.
Fixers use their local experience and contacts to smooth the way for their employers and many
receive a high rate of pay, especially when compared to locally available wages. For traveling
journalists, fixers are crucial, because without a fixer, it can be very difficult to get a story or to

connect with the people of a country.”
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1. How can you find an interpreter to work with you? What are your procedures, for example,
advertising a position in a newspaper and conducting an interview, or asking around for a
person who can speak English, etc?

2. What qualifications should an ideal journalist interpreter have?

3. What aspects do you consider before deciding to work with an interpreter, in case you meet him
or her for the first time?

4. What roles should an interpreter play as a journalist assistant?

5. What measures do you use to make sure that the interpreted interview/ text by an interpreter is
accurate? If you do not have any specific measures, how can you trust them?

6. Have you ever encountered any problems caused by your interpreter? How do you solve them?
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