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High speech delivery rate effects on simultaneous interpretation and initial
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Abstract

This article aims to study the relationship between speech delivery rate and
interpreter’s performance, specifically simultaneous interpreter. In addition, this article also
provides a basic course of actions to handle high speech delivery rate, to be used as a
guideline for beginner interpreters. The method used in this study was to review literature
on the topic. Then an experiment was conducted using a 20-minutes video clip with 200
words per minute speech delivery rate as a test medium and four interpreters as
participants. Renditions of all four interpreters were recorded and then analyzed. The results
indicate that all of the participants used “summarization” as the technique to cope with

high delivery speed and interpreted only key points in the message.

Keywords: 1. Speech delivery rate 2. Coping technique 3. High speed delivery rate effects on

simultaneous interpretation 4. Simultaneous interpretation
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“[...] that the feeling that | had was like a primal scream. And what was so striking — and one
of the messages | want to leave you here with today - is the experience. As | became less
and less human — and at this moment in my life, | was probably 30 pounds less than | am
right now. Of course, | had no hair and no immune system. They were actually putting blood
inside my body. At that moment | was less and less human, | was also, at the same time,

maybe the most human I’ve ever been [...]”
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“[...] we've gotten 300 people who've contributed to this program. And the epidemiologists
here will tell you, that's half the number of people who get the disease in one year in the
United States. So if you go to 23andMe, or if you go to councilofdads.com, you can click on

a link. And we encourage anybody to join this effort. [...]”
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My story actually began when | was four years old and my family moved to a new
neighborhood in our hometown of Savannah, Georgia. And this was the 1960s when actually
all the streets in this neighborhood were named after Confederate war generals. We lived on
Robert E. Lee Boulevard. And when | was five, my parents gave me an orange Schwinn Sting-
Ray bicycle. It had a swooping banana seat and those ape hanger handlebars that made the
rider look like an orangutan. That's why they were called ape hangers. They were actually
modeled on hotrod motorcycles of the 1960s, which I'm sure my mom didn't know. And
one day | was exploring this cul-de-sac hidden away a few streets away. And | came

back, and | wanted to turn around and get back to that street more quickly, so | decided to
turn around in this big street that intersected our neighborhood, and wham! | was hit by a

passing sedan. My mangled body flew in one direction, my mangled bike flew in the
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other. And | lay on the pavement stretching over that yellow line, and one of my neighbors
came running over. "Andy, Andy, how are you doing?" she said, using the name of my older

brother. (Laughter) "I'm Bruce," | said, and promptly passed out.
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And what was so striking -- and one of the messages | want to leave you here with today -
is the experience. As | became less and less human -- and at this moment in my life, | was
probably 30 pounds less than | am right now. Of course, | had no hair and no immune
system. They were actually putting blood inside my body. At that moment | was less and
less human, | was also, at the same time, maybe the most human I've ever been. And what
was so striking about that time was, instead of repulsing people, | was actually proving to be
a magnet for people. People were incredibly drawn. When my wife and | had kids, we
thought it would be all-hands-on-deck. Instead, it was everybody running the other

way. And when | had cancer, we thousht it'd be everybody running the other way. Instead, it
was all-hands-on-deck. And when people came to me, rather than being incredibly turned
off by what they saw -- | was like a living ghost -- they were incredibly moved to talk about

what was going on in their own lives.
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My story actually began when | was four years old and my family moved to a new
neighborhood in our hometown of Savannah, Georgia. And this was the 1960s when actually
all the streets in this neighborhood were named after Confederate war generals. We lived on
Robert E. Lee Boulevard. And when | was five, my parents gave me an orange Schwinn Sting-
Ray bicycle. It had a swooping banana seat and those ape hanger handlebars that made the
rider look like an orangutan. That's why they were called ape hangers. They were actually
modeled on hotrod motorcycles of the 1960s, which I'm sure my mom didn't know. And
one day | was exploring this cul-de-sac hidden away a few streets away. And | came

back, and | wanted to turn around and get back to that street more quickly, so | decided to
turn around in this big street that intersected our neighborhood, and wham! | was hit by a
passing sedan. My mangled body flew in one direction, my mangled bike flew in the

other. And | lay on the pavement stretching over that yellow line, and one of my neighbors
came running over. "Andy, Andy, how are you doing?" she said, using the name of my older

brother. (Laughter) "I'm Bruce," | said, and promptly passed out.
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| broke my left femur that day -- it's the largest bone in your body -- and spent the next two
months in a body cast that went from my chin to the tip of my toe to my right knee, and a
steel bar went from my right knee to my left ankle. And for the next 38 years, that accident
was the only medically interesting thing that ever happened to me. In fact, | made a living
by walking. | traveled around the world, entered different cultures, wrote a series of books

about my travels, including "Walking the Bible." | hosted a television show by that name on

PBS. | was, for all the world, the "walking cuy."
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