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Abstract

This special research aims at studying the translation of A Connecticut Yankee in
King Arthur’s Court from English into Thai. The purpose of this research is to find
appropriate approaches and translation type as well as solutions to render harsh
statement and dark humor presented in the novel in order to produce the target text
which maintains the contextual meaning of the source text and the literary style of the

author equivalent to the source text.

The theories and concepts used to solve the translation problems include
Discourse Analysis, Interpretive Theory, Speech Act Theory, Skopostheorie and

sociolinguistics as well as Eugene Nida’s Theory and Walaya Wiwatsorn’s approach.

Using the above theories and concepts, it is found that the most effective
translation type for this dark yet humorous text is semantic translation and
communicative translation. Moreover, by applying the Interpretive Theory and the
Speech Act Theory, the contextual meaning and the author’s literary style especially the
use of sarcastic and dark humor can be rendered effectively, resulting in equivalence of

style and meaning between the source text and the target text.
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The field of discourse studies, which investigates the relationship between form and
function in verbal communication, is a branch of pragmatics, the study of the use of signs.
Pragmatics, literally ‘the study of acts’, is derived from a philosophical approach to the
phenomenon ‘sign’, specifically the question of how signs, and therefore also linguistic

signs, function. (Renkema 1993: 21)
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‘Marry, it is so, and for that | was glad; wherefore it liked me not, and bred in me a cold

doubt, to fear of this priest being there.” (Mark Twain 1969:89)
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It was pitiful for a person born in a wholesome free atmosphere to listen to their humble
and hearty outpourings of loyalty toward their king and Church and nobility; as if they

had any more occasion to love and honor king and Church and noble than a slave has
to love and honor the lash, or a dog has to love and honor the stranger that kicks him!

(Twain 2004: 53)
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It was pitiful for a person born in a wholesome free atmosphere to listen to their humble
and hearty outpourings of loyalty toward their king and Church and nobility; as if they
had any more occasion to love and honor king and Church and noble than a slave has

to love and honor the lash, or a dog has to love and honor the stranger that kicks him!
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“I think you are right,” said he; “it is the obvious thing for them to try.”

“Well, then,” | said, “if they do it they are doomed.”

unla
“fwﬁmwhuw“@gﬂ” LARLIUTNAT “WINLUIG DIRDITLT U LTI LU

v 1 g: 1 =3 1 J v o = v a
“MBYNUUBREN” NULBSVL “TIWINLVINT WIANLVINABINWA”

o 1 ~ cj’ Ig 1 6 6 ;v A Vo A
A0 tNIN NI LT WUNIUN U TERIIILARLTUTLAZLTIN ;dmmaaﬂl"ﬁmmumﬁu
é’nwm:miw“@maaﬂuvlm oluavpnanda “Wuun’ lunnsudadin “obvious” ﬁ%m%'uﬁm@
u“é I o ~ fl ~ A o o‘& I [
maummmmmLﬂumazmwagluqﬂﬂmsmw 6 vakzNdNAaILaINTUTUAIAzATIN
AAITIEN 19 ﬁé’ﬂwmuﬂummw“@lummvlwﬂﬂﬁ]ﬁ;ﬂ'u I@]m‘iﬁ%’ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ “aein91h” Twms

LUaA13 “then” ﬁ'ﬂﬁLﬁalﬁﬁumwLL@m@hwaaé’mzmﬁ'ﬂaaadwmmﬂﬂua:ﬂqﬂ



33

A208191 2
“I had not thought of that, it being but of small consequence. But an | would, | could not,
for that the accuser came masked by night, and told the forester, and straightway got

him hence again, and so the forester knoweth him not.”

“Then is this Unknown the only person who saw the stag killed?”
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“Peace! Ye wit not what ye ask. Shall | starve whom | love, to win a gentle death? |
wend thou knewest me better.”

“Well,” | said, “I can’t quite make this out. It is a puzzle. Now—*
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Gaadf 4

| could have given my own sect the preference and made everybody a Presbyterian
without any trouble, but that would have been to affront a law of human nature: spiritual
wants and instincts are as various in the human family as are physical appetites,
complexions, and features, and a man is only at his best, morally, when he is equipped
with the religious garment whose color and shape and size most nicely accommodate
themselves to the spiritual complexion, angularities, and stature of the individual who

wears it; and besides | was afraid of a united Church; it makes a mighty power, the

mightiest conceivable, and then when it by and by gets into selfish hands, as it is

always bound to do it means death to human liberty, and paralysis to human thought.
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There were very few THE’S, and | was one of them. If you spoke of the duke, or the
earl, or the bishop, how could anybody tell which one you meant? But if you spoke of

The King or The Queen or The Boss, it was different.
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In Merlin’s Cave—Clarence and | and fifty-two fresh bright, well-educated, clean-minded

young British boys.
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It is enough to make a body ashamed of his race to think of the sort of froth that has

always occupied its thrones without shadow of right or reason, and the seventh-rate

people that have always figured as its aristocracies—a company of monarchs and
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nobles who, as a rule, would have achieved only poverty and obscurity if left, like their

betters, to their own exertions.
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Why, she was as fresh as a squirrel; she had slept like the dead;
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| did it; and after a little he had the idea, and he brought his fist down and said he didn'’t

believe a nation where every man had a vote would voluntarily get down in the mud and

dirt in any such way; and that to steal from a nation its will and preference must be a

crime and the first of all crimes.
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A28819% 10
...whereas | had inherited the idea that human daws who can consent to masquerade in
the peacock-shams of inherited dignities and unearned titles, are of no good but to be

laughed at.
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In two or three little centuries it had converted a nation of men to a nation of worms.
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AD8197 12
Here | was, a giant among pigmies, a man among children, a master intelligence among

intellectual moles: by all rational measurement the one and only actually great man in

that whole British world..
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So she tinkled along and along, in the otherwise profound and ghostly hush of the
sleeping castle, until by and by there came, as if from deep down under us, a faraway
sound, as of a muffled shriek—with an expression of agony about it that made my flesh

crawl.
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The thirteen gatlings began to vomit death into the fated ten thousand.
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| stood here, at the very spring and source of the second great period of the world’s
history; and could see the trickling stream of that history gather, and deepen and
broaden , and roll its mighty tides down the far centuries; and | could note the
upspringing of adventurers like myself in the shelter of its long array of thrones: De
Montforts, Gavestons, Mortimers, Villierses; the warmaking, campaign-directing wantons
of France, and Charles the Second’s scepter-wielding drabs; but nowhere in the

procession was my full-sized fellow visible.
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And then, you know, | could imagine the baby goo-gooing something out in reply, with

its fists in its mouth and itself stretched across its mother’s lap on its back,..
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All those trying hours whilst | was frozen and yet was in a living fire, as you may say, on

account of that swarm of crawlers, that same unanswerable question kept circling and

circling through my tired head: How do people stand this miserable armor?
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| find no peace and all my war is done;

| fear and hope, | burne and freeze like ice.

(Francesco Petrarch g9f9lu SNrviufnsannw 2545 100)
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To be loyal to rags, to shout for rags, to worship rags, to die for rags--that is a loyalty of

unreason, it is pure animal; it belongs to monarchy, was invented by monarchy; let

monarchy keep it.
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This little relaxation of sternness had a good effect upon the queen.
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What a jump | had made!
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Great Scott! Why, the whole front of that host shot into the sky with a thundercrash, and
became a whirling tempest of rags and fragments; and along the ground lay a thick wall

of smoke that hid what was left of the multitude from our sight.
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5.1 The Boss

AURIY unuia
CHAPTER VIII uNN 8
The Boss mﬂ?my'

To be vested with enormous authority is
a fine thing; but to have the onlooking world
consent to it is a finer. The tower episode
solidified my power, and made it impregnable. If
any were perchance disposed to be jealous and
critical before that, they experienced a change of
heart, now. There was not anyone in the
kingdom who would have considered it good

judgment to meddle with my matters.
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| was fast getting adjusted to my
situation and circumstances. For a time, | used
to wake up, mornings, and smile at my “dream,”
and listen for the Colt’s factory whistle; but that
sort of thing played itself out, gradually, and at
last | was fully able to realize that | was actually
living in the sixth century, and in Arthur’s court,

not a lunatic asylum. After that, | was just as

much at home in that century as | could have
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been in any other; and as for preference, |
wouldn’t have traded it for the twentieth. Look at
the opportunities here for a man of knowledge,
brains, pluck, and enterprise to sail in and grow
up with the country. The grandest field that ever
was; and all my own; not a competitor; not a
man who wasn’t a baby to me in acquirements
and capacities; whereas, what would | amount to
in the twentieth century? | should be foreman of
a factory, that is about all; and could drag a
seine downstreet any day and catch a hundred

better men than myself.
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What a jump | had made! | couldn’t
keep from thinking about it, and contemplating it,
just as one does who has struck oil. There was
nothing back of me that could approach it,
unless it might be Joseph’s case; and Joseph’s
only approached it, it didn’'t equal it, quite. For it
stands to reason that as Joseph'’s splendid
financial ingenuities advantaged nobody but the
king, the general public must have regarded him
with a good deal of disfavor, whereas | had done
my entire public a kindness in sparing the sun,

and was popular by reason of it.
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| was no shadow of a king; | was the
substance; the king himself was the shadow. My
power was colossal; and it was not a mere
name, as such things have generally been, it
was the genuine article. | stood here, at the very
spring and source of the second great period of
the world’s history; and could see the trickling
stream of that history gather, and deepen and
broaden , and roll its mighty tides down the far

centuries; and | could note the upspringing of
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adventurers like myself in the shelter of its long
array of thrones: De Montforts, Gavestons,
Mortimers, Villierses; the warmaking, campaign-
directing wantons of France, and Charles the
Second’s scepter-wielding drabs; but nowhere in
the procession was my full-sized fellow visible. |
was a Unique; and glad to know that that fact
could not be dislodged or challenged for thirteen

centuries and a half, for sure.
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Yes, in power | was equal to the king.

At the same time there was another power that

was a trifle stronger than both of us put together.

That was the Church. | do not wish to disguise
that fact. | couldn’t, if | wanted to. But never
mind about that, now; it will show up, in its
proper place, later on. It didn’t cause me any
trouble in the beginning—at least any of

consequence.
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Well, it was a curious country, and full
of interest. And the people! They were the
quaintest and simplest and trustingest race; why,
they were nothing but rabbits. It was pitiful for a
person born in a wholesome free atmosphere to
listen to their humble and hearty outpourings of
loyalty toward their king and Church and nobility;
as if they had any more occasion to love and
honor king and Church and noble than a slave
has to love and honor the lash, or a dog has to
love and honor the stranger that kicks him! Why,
dear me, any kind of royalty, howsoever
modified, any kind of aristocracy, howsoever
pruned, is rightly an insult; but if you are born

and brought up under that sort of arrangement
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you probably never find it out for yourself, and
don’t believe it when somebody else tells you. It
is enough to make a body ashamed of his race
to think of the sort of froth that has always
occupied its thrones without shadow of right or
reason, and the seventh-rate people that have
always figured as its aristocracies—a company
of monarchs and nobles who, as a rule, would
have achieved only poverty and obscurity if left,

like their betters, to their own exertions.
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The most of King Arthur’s British nation
were slaves, pure and simple, and bore that
name, and wore the iron collar on their necks;
and the rest were slaves in fact, but without the
name; they imagined themselves men and
freemen, and called themselves so. The truth
was, the nation as a body was in the world for
one object, and one only: to grovel before king
and Church and noble; to slave for them, sweat
blood for them, starve that they might be fed,
work that they might play, drink misery to the
dregs that they might be happy, go naked that
they might wear silks and jewels, pay taxes that
they might be spared from paying them, be
familiar all their lives with the degrading
language and postures of adulation that they
might walk in pride and think themselves the
gods of this world. And for all this, the thanks
they got were cuffs and contempt; and so poor-
spirited were they that they took even this sort of

attention as an honor.
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Inherited ideas are a curious thing, and

interesting to observe and examine. | had mine,
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the king and his people had theirs. In both cases
they flowed in ruts worn deep by time and habit,
and the man who should have proposed to divert
them by reason and argument would have had a
long contract on his hands. For instance, those
people had inherited the idea that all men
without title and a long pedigree, whether they
had great natural gifts and acquirements or
hadn’t, were creatures of no more consideration
than so many animals, bugs, insects; whereas |
had inherited the idea that human daws who can
consent to masquerade in the peacock-shams of
inherited dignities and unearned titles, are of no
good but to be laughed at. The way | was looked
upon was odd, but it was natural. You know how
the keeper and the public regard the elephant in
the menagerie: well, that is the idea. They are
full of admiration of his vast bulk and his
prodigious strength; they speak with pride of the
fact that he can do hundred marvels which are
far and away beyond their own powers; and they
speak with the same pride of the fact that in his
wrath he is able to drive a thousand men before
him. But does that make him one of them? No;
the raggedest tramp in the pit would smile at the
idea. He couldn’t comprehend it; couldn’t take it
in; couldn’t in any remote way conceive of it.
Well, to the king, the nobles, and all the nation,
down to the very slaves and tramps, | was just
that kind of an elephant, and nothing more. | was
admired, also feared; but it was as an animal is
admired and feared. The animal is not
reverenced, neither was I; | was not even
respected. | had no pedigree, no inherited title;
so in the king’s and nobles’ s eyes | was mere
dirt; the people regarded me with wonder and
awe, but there was no reverence mixed with it;

through the force of inherited ideas they were
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not able to conceive of anything being entitled to
that except pedigree and lordship. There you see
the hand of that awful power, the Roman
Catholic Church. In two or three little centuries it
had converted a nation of men to a nation of
worms. Before the day of the Church’s
supremacy in the world, men were men, and
held their heads up, and had a man’s pride and
spirit and independence; and what of greatness
and position a person got, he got mainly by
achievement, not by birth. But then the Church
came to the front, with an ax to grind; and she
was wise, subtle, and knew more than one way
to skin a cat—or a nation; she invented “divine
right of kings,” and propped it all around, brick by
brick, with the Beatitudes—wrenching them from
their good purpose to make them fortify an evil
one; she preached (to the commoner) humility,
obedience to superiors, the beauty of self-
sacrifice; she preached (to the commoner)
meekness under insult; preached (still to the
commoner, always to the commoner) patience,
meanness of spirit, nonresistance under
oppression; and she introduced heritable ranks
and aristocracies, and taught all the Christian
populations of the earth to bow down to them
and worship them. Even down to my birth
century that poison was still in the blood of
Christendom, and the best of English
commoners was still content to see his inferiors
impudently continuing to hold a number of
positions, such as lordships and the throne, to
which the grotesque laws of his country did not
allow him to aspire; in fact he was not merely
contented with this strange condition of things,
he was even able to persuade himself that he
was proud of it. It seems to show that there isn’t

anything you can’t stand, if you are only born
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and bred to it. Of course that taint, that
reverence for rank and title, had been in our
American blood, too—I know that; but when | left
America it had disappeared—at least to all
intents and purposes. The remnant of it was
restricted to the dudes and dudesses. When a
disease has worked its way down to that level, it

may fairly be said to be out of the system.
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But to return to my anomalous position
in King Arthur’s kingdom. Here | was, a giant
among pigmies, a man among children, a master
intelligence among intellectual moles: by all
rational measurement the one and only actually
great man in that whole British world; and yet
there and then, just as in the remote England of
my birth time, the sheep-witted earl who could
claim long descent from a king’s leman, acquired
at secondhand from the slums of London, was a
better man than | was. Such a personage was
fawned upon in Arthur’'s realm and reverently
looked up to by everybody, even though his
dispositions were as mean as his intelligence,
and his morals as base as his lineage. There
were times when he could sit down in the king’s
presence, but | couldn’t. | could have got a title
easily enough, and that would have raised me a
large step in everybody’s eyes; even in the
king’s, the giver of it. But | didn’t ask for it; and |
declined it when it was offered. | couldn’t have
enjoyed such a thing with my notions; and it
wouldn’t have been fair, anyway, because as far
back as | could go, our tribe had always been
short of the bar sinister. | couldn’t have felt really
and satisfactorily fine and proud and set up over
any title except one that should come from the

nation itself, the only legitimate source; and such
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an one | hoped to win; and in the course of
years of honest and honorable endeavor, | did
win it and did wear it with a high and clean
pride. This title fell casually from the lips of a
blacksmith, one day, in a village, was caught up
as a happy thought and tossed from mouth to
mouth with a laugh and an affirmative vote; in
ten days it had swept the kingdom, and was
become as familiar as the king’s name. | was
never known by any other designation afterward,
whether in the nation’s talk or in grave debate
upon matters of state at the council board of the
sovereign. This title, translated into modern
speech, would be THE BOSS. Elected by the
nation. That suited me. And it was a pretty high
titte. There were very few THE'S, and | was one
of them. If you spoke of the duke, or the earl, or
the bishop, how could anybody tell which one
you meant? But if you spoke of The King or The

Queen or The Boss, it was different.
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Well, | liked the king, and as king |
respected him—respected the office; at least
respected it as much as | was capable of
respecting any unearned supremacy; but as men
| looked down upon him and his nobles—
privately. And he and they liked me and
respected my office; but as an animal, without
birth or sham title, they looked down upon me—
and were not particularly private about it, either. |
didn’t charge for my opinion about them, and
they didn’t charge for their opinion about me: the
account was square, the books balanced,

everybody was satisfied.
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CHAPTER X

Beginnings of Civilization

The Round Table soon heard of the
challenge, and of course it was a good deal
discussed, for such things interested the boys.
The king thought | ought now to set forth in
quest of adventures, so that | might gain renown
and be the more worthy to meet Sir Sagramor
when the several years should have rolled away.
| excused myself for the present; | said it would
take me three or four years yet to get things well
fixed up and going smoothly; then | should be
ready; all the chances were that at the end of
that time Sir Sagramor would still be out grailing,
so no valuable time would be lost by the
postponement; | should then have been in office
six or seven years, and | believed my system
and machinery would be so well developed that |
could take a holiday without its working any

harm.
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| was pretty well satisfied with what |
had already accomplished. In various quiet
nooks and corners | had the beginnings of all
sorts of industries under way—nuclei of future
vast factories, the iron and steel missionaries of
my future civilization. In these were gathered
together the brightest young minds | could find,

and | kept agents out raking the country for
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more, all the time. | was training a crowd of
ignorant folk into experts—experts in every sort
of handiwork and scientific calling. These
nurseries of mine went smoothly and privately
along undisturbed in their obscure country
retreats, for nobody was allowed to come into
their precincts without a special permit—for | was

afraid of the Church.

o @ R 1 v = v &
nuhasinnguanlinsnslinanodu
o A a & A '
diasmylwingemaafuaznufllousuasingg
TssvnmnzvasnNinatdinldlaomud waziiu
gauarvnunasgaunTuauluauun wizlul
laslaTueaunnaldidhanlaslidlueungnafivee

Lﬁaamﬂwuné”;mauaﬁ'ﬂmziﬁ’]

| had started a teacher factory and a lot
of Sunday schools the first thing; as a result, |
now had an admirable system of graded schools
in full blast in those places, and also a complete
variety of Protestant congregations all in a
prosperous and growing condition. Everybody
could be any kind of a Christian he wanted to;
there was perfect freedom in that matter. But |
confined public religious teaching to the
churches and the Sunday schools, permitting
nothing of it in my other educational buildings. |
could have given my own sect the preference
and made everybody a Presbyterian without any
trouble, but that would have been to affront a law
of human nature: spiritual wants and instincts are
as various in the human family as are physical
appetites, complexions, and features, and a man
is only at his best, morally, when he is equipped
with the religious garment whose color and
shape and size most nicely accommodate
themselves to the spiritual complexion,
angularities, and stature of the individual who
wears it; and besides | was afraid of a united
Church; it makes a mighty power, the mightiest
conceivable, and then when it by and by gets

into selfish hands, as it is always bound to do it
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means death to human liberty, and paralysis to

human thought.

All mines were royal property, and there
were a good many of them. They had formerly
been worked as savages always work mines—
holes grubbed in the earth and the mineral
brought up in sacks of hide by hand, at the rate
of a ton a day; but | had begun to put the mining

on a scientific basis as early as | could.
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Yes, | had made pretty handsome
progress when Sir Sagramor’s challenge struck

me.
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Four years rolled by—and then! Well,
you would never imagine it in the world.
Unlimited power is the ideal thing when it is in
safe hands. The despotism of heaven is the one
absolutely perfect government. An earthly
despotism would be the absolutely perfect
earthly government, if the conditions were the
same, namely, the despot the perfectest
individual of the human race, and his lease of life
perpetual. But as a perishable perfect man must
die, and leave his despotism in the hands of an
imperfect successor, an earthly despotism is not
merely a bad form of government, it is the worst

form that is possible.
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My works showed what a despot could

do with the resources of a kingdom at his
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command. Unsuspected by this dark land, | had
the civilization of the nineteenth century booming
under its very nose! It was fenced away from the
public view, but there it was, a gigantic and
unassailable fact—and to be heard from, yet, if |
lived and had luck. There it was, as sure a fact,
and as substantial a fact as any serene volcano,
standing innocent with its smokeless summit in
the blue sky and giving no sign of the rising hell
in its bowels. My schools and churches were
children four years before; they were grown-up,
now; my shops of that day were vast factories,
now; where | had a dozen trained men then, |
had a thousand, now; where | had one brilliant
expert then, | had fifty now. | stood with my hand
on the cock, so to speak, ready to turn it on and
flood the midnight world with light at any
moment. But | was not going to do the thing in
that sudden way. It was not my policy. The
people could not have stood it; and moreover |
should have had the Established Roman

Catholic Church on my back in a minute.
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No, | had been going cautiously all the
while. | had had confidential agents trickling
through the country some time, whose office was
to undermine the knighthood by imperceptible
degrees, and to gnaw a little at this and that and
the other superstition, and so prepare the way
gradually for a better order of things. | was
turning on my light one candlepower at a time,

and meant to continue to do so.
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| had scattered some branch schools
secretly about the kingdom, and they were doing

very well. | meant to work this racket more and

a laasanueslsFaueng g nszane
lumenanansadneay g uazlsaSouwniduly

dod Wanaruldrnlifaslsvinldnuna




66

¥ Qo
AU

unuda

more, as time wore on, if nothing occurred to
frighten me. One of my deepest secrets was my
West Point—my military academy. | kept that
most jealously out of sight; and | did the same
with my naval academy which | had established
at a remote seaport. Both were prospering to my

satisfaction.
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Clarence was twenty-two now, and was
my head executive, my right hand. He was a
darling; he was equal to anything; there wasn'’t
anything he couldn’t turn his hand to. Of late |
had been training him for journalism, for the time
seemed about right for a start in the newspaper
line; nothing big, but just a small weekly for
experimental circulation in my civilization-
nurseries. He took to it like a duck; there was an
editor concealed in him, sure. Already he had
doubled himself in one way; he talked sixth
century and wrote nineteenth. His journalistic
style was climbing, steadily; it was already up to
the back settlement Alabama mark, and couldn’t
be told from the editorial output of that region

either by matter or flavor.
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We had another large departure on
hand, too. This was a telegraph and a telephone;
our first venture in this line. These wires were for
private service only, as yet, and must be kept
private until a riper day should come. We had a
gang of men on the road, working mainly by
night. They were stringing ground wires; we were
afraid to put up poles, for they would attract too

much inquiry. Ground wires were good enough,
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in both instances, for my wires were protected by
an insulation of my own invention which was
perfect. My men had orders to strike across
country, avoiding roads, and establishing
connection with any considerable towns whose
lights betrayed their presence, and leaving
experts in charge. Nobody could tell you how to
find any place in the kingdom, for nobody ever
went intentionally to any place, but only struck it
by accident in his wanderings, and then
generally left it without thinking to inquire what its
name was. At one time and another we had sent
out topographical expeditions to survey and map
the kingdom, but the priests had always
interfered and raised trouble. So we had given
the thing up, for the present; it would be poor

wisdom to antagonize the Church.
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As for the general condition of the
country, it was as it had been when | arrived in
it, to all intents and purposes. | had made
changes, but they were necessarily slight, and
they were not noticeable. Thus far, | had not
even meddled with taxation, outside of the taxes
which provided the royal revenues. | had
systematized those, and put the service on an
effective and righteous basis. As a result, these
revenues were already quadrupled, and yet the
burden was so much more equably distributed
than before, that all the kingdom felt a sense of
relief, and the praises of my administration were

hearty and general.
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Personally, | struck an interruption, now,
but I did not mind it, it could not have happened

at a better time. Earlier it could have annoyed
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me, but now everything was in good hands and
swimming right along. The king had reminded
me several times, of late, that the postponement
| had asked for, four years before, had about run
out, now. It was a hint that | ought to be starting
out to seek adventures and get up a reputation
of a size to make me worthy of the honor of
breaking a lance with Sir Sagramor, who was
still out grailing, but was being hunted for by
various relief expeditions, and might be found
any year, now. So you see | was expecting this

interruption; it did not take me by surprise.
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Yes, it is strange how little a
while at a time a person can be contented. Only
a little while back when | was riding and
suffering, what a heaven this peace, this rest,
this sweet serenity in this secluded shady nook
by this purling stream would have seemed,
where | could keep perfectly comfortable all the
time by pouring a dipper of water into my armor
now and then; yet already | was getting
dissatisfied; partly because | could not light my
pipe—for although | had long ago started a
match factory, | had forgotten to bring matches
with me—and partly because we had nothing to
eat. Here was another illustration of the childlike
improvidence of this age and people. A man in
armor always trusted to chance for his food on a
journey, and would have been scandalized at the
idea of hanging a basket of sandwiches on his
spear. There was probably not a knight of all the
Round Table combination who would not rather
have died than been caught carrying such a
thing as that on his flagstaff. And yet there could
not be anything more sensible. It had been my
intention to smuggle a couple of sandwiches into
my helmet, but | was interrupted in the act, and
had to make an excuse and lay them aside, and

a dog got them.
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Night approached, and with it a storm.

The darkness came on fast. We must camp, of
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course. | found a good shelter for the demoiselle
under a rock, and went off and found another for
myself. But | was obliged to remain in my armor,
because | could not get it off by myself and yet
could not allow Alisande to help, because it
would have seemed so like undressing before
folk. It would not have amounted to that in
reality, because | had clothes on underneath; but
the prejudices of one’s breeding are not gotten
rid of just at a jump, and | knew that when it
came to stripping off that bobtailed iron petticoat

| should be embarrassed.
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With the storm came a change of
weather; and the stronger the wind blew, and the
wilder the rain lashed around, the colder and
colder it got. Pretty soon, various kinds of bugs
and ants and worms and things began to flock in
out of the wet and crawl down inside my armor
to get warm; and while some of them behaved
well enough, and snuggled up among my clothes
and got quiet, the majority were of a restless,
uncomfortable sort, and never stayed still, but
went on prowling and hunting for they did not
know what; especially the ants, which went
tickling along in wearisome procession from one
end of me to the other by the hour, and are a
kind of creatures which | never wish to sleep
with again. It would be my advice to persons
situated in this way, to not roll or thrash around,
because this excites the interest of all the
different sorts of animals and makes every last
one of them want to turn out and see what is
going on, and this makes things worse than they
were before, and of course makes you objurgate
harder, too, if you can. Still, if one did not roll

and thrash around he would die; so perhaps it is
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as well to do one way as the other, there is no
real choice. Even after | was frozen solid | could
still distinguish that tickling, just as a corpse
does when he is taking electric treatment. | said |

would never wear armor after this trip.

All those trying hours whilst | was frozen
and yet was in a living fire, as you may say, on
account of that swarm of crawlers, that same
unanswerable question kept circling and circling
through my tired head: How do people stand this
miserable armor? How have they managed to
stand it all these generations? How can they
sleep at night for dreading the tortures of next

day?
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When the morning came at last, | was
in a bad enough plight: seedy, drowsy, fagged,
from want to sleep; weary from thrashing around,
famished from long fasting; pining for a bath, and
to get rid of the animals; and crippled with
rheumatism. And how had it fared with the nobly
born, the titled aristocrat, the Demoiselle
Alisande la Carteloise? Why, she was as fresh
as a squirrel; she had slept like the dead; and as
for a bath, probably neither she nor any other
noble in the land had ever had one, and so she
was not missing it. Measured by modern
standards, they were merely modified savages,
those people. This noble lady showed no
impatience to get to breakfast—and that smacks
of the savage, too. On their journeys those
Britons were used to long fasts, and knew how

to bear them; and also how to freight up against
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probable fasts before starting, after the style of
the Indian and the anaconda. As like as not,

Sandy was loaded for a three-day stretch.

Tt “ﬁu@;umﬁamuwaagiﬁlﬂﬁﬂ 3

We were off before sunrise, Sandy
riding and | limping along behind. In half an hour
we came upon a group of ragged poor creatures
who had assembled to mend the thing which
was regarded as a road. They were as humble
as animals to me; and when | proposed to
breakfast with them, they were so flattered, so
overwhelmed by this extraordinary
condescension of mine that at first they were not
able to believe that | was in earnest. My lady put
up her scornful lip and withdrew to one side; she
said in their hearing that she would as soon think
of eating with the other cattle—a remark which
embarrassed these poor devils merely because it
referred to them, and not because it insulted or
offended them, for it didn’t. And yet they were
not slaves, not chattels. By a sarcasm of law and
phrase they were freeman. Seven-tenths of the
free population of the country were of just their
class and degree: small “independent” farmers,
artisans, etc.; which is to say, they were the
nation, the actual Nation; they were about all of it
that was useful, or worth saving, or really
respectworthy; and to subtract them would have
been to subtract the Nation and leave behind
some dregs, some refuse, in the shape of a king,
nobility and gentry, idle, unproductive,
acquainted mainly with the arts of wasting and
destroying, and of no sort of use or value in any
rationally constructed world. And yet, by
ingenious contrivance, this gilded minority,
instead of being in the tail of the procession

where it belonged, was marching head up and

- . o ek r
IeaNLARMIINawNIzaNaTUW lasn
WA Vs ANuERlasnwsnaIN lTNIRas
s A = o \ a A '
snmw'ﬂumamm’mwununquaaﬁ%mm
LNWNFINLRDENVIAINANFITaN TN FING LN
AWINDUB WINWNGIRBENWE § NUNINFATIRID
N LR ONNUDTINAUDIWITLENGE WINLNA
UauURUBAzARARBENITINUATLONAANIVDI
NmumaumnmmmvlajL%aiwww“m%d WILNTY
maowuLLu:mﬂLLamﬁm%’aLﬁU%LLaznaﬂvLﬂag’mu
SnInSaunuiNeas g hwananladuinseas
ﬁﬂLﬁU'ﬁﬂﬁua'M’ﬁﬁ'uagjwaﬂi‘a ﬁwwﬂmﬁﬁﬂﬁwaﬂ
ﬂmﬁaugumamﬁ?mmmwswzf'jﬁmaw“@ﬁawaﬂ
an e dumnzdyanugniuniainiionan
@ Wz b e uagnanw wdagnslsnaw
wrin W ladumansanindantaveslas was
LRI IRIUDDINYAUNDUAZIRUET WIN
WNABLEITW 7 1 10 V9l rInINLBaTA WYY
Usznafl L UTUIULRzIEAUBININLBENT
anead 11w P90 “DTe” Kendae w“@"l,ﬁiw
NINNABY 216 wazidul sz @nunass
A ' Aa & A . '
w:mnnﬂanQmwn;Jﬂsﬂwumamsmtmms
FARD LRZENAITIAIUANNILDD NNIAANIN
1N lWAREMINALT& WwRe LIRsInINLan
Fliselomllugduansaid wangd yuws au
dq/ a v T v a 6 Yo 1
winfiAvaaiu lidalwifedszlood Janud
Aavzursenuduiasuaznisrinas 1aif
6 A ' d‘ 3 .&’ 1 a
Urlominiaquenlalulanfiairoduanagned
LAANE LL@iﬁmqmﬂé'uLmum AURIUL BN LG
wWaanit ﬂé'mam%wﬁ’]LLa:ﬁamﬁmﬁﬁa%ﬂuﬁu
YU Lmuﬁﬁ]zagﬁ’]wmuamaﬁmia:tﬂu WAz
1aussnsnnaadunlszmmd wanaun kiduan
o . e ¥ v &
vreadwIniu liduma toen il uisuian
% A LA o o«
PWIULAD w‘lquawanwﬂmwmﬂamm'}mu




73

¥ Qo
AU

unuda

banners flying, at the other end of it; had elected
itself to be the Nation, and these innumerable
clams had permitted it so long that they had
come at last to accept it as a truth; and not only
that, but to believe it right and as it should be.
The priests had told their fathers and themselves
that this ironical state of things was ordained of
God; and so, not reflecting upon how unlike God
it would be to amuse Himself with sarcasms, and
especially such poor transparent ones as this,
they had dropped the matter there and become

respectfully quiet.
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The talk of these meek people had a
strange enough sound in a formerly American
ear. They were freemen, but they could not
leave the estates of their lord or their bishop
without his permission; they could not prepare
their own bread, but must have their corn ground
and their bread baked at his mill and his bakery,
and pay roundly for the same; they could not sell
a piece of their own property without paying him
a handsome percentage of the proceeds, nor
buy a piece of somebody else’s without
remembering him in cash for the privilege; they
had to harvest his grain for him gratis, and be
ready to come at a moment'’s notice, leaving
their own crop to destruction by the threatened
storm; they had to let him plant fruit trees in their
fields, and then keep their indignation to
themselves when his heedless fruit gatherers
trampled the grain around the trees; they had to
smother their anger when his hunting parties
galloped through their fields laying waste the
result of their patient toil; they were not allowed
to keep doves themselves, and when the

swarms from my lord’s dovecote settled on their
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crops they must not lose their temper and kill a
bird, for awful would the penalty be; when the
harvest was at last gathered, then came the
procession of robbers to levy their blackmail
upon it: first the Church carted off its fat tenth,
then the king’s commissioner took his twentieth,
then my lord’s people made a mighty inroad
upon the remainder; after which, the skinned
freeman had liberty to bestow the remnant in his
barn, in case it was worth the trouble; there were
taxes, and taxes, and taxes, and more taxes,
and taxes again, and yet other taxes—upon this
free and independent pauper, but none upon his
lord the baron or the bishop, none upon the
wasteful nobility or the all-devouring Church; if
the baron would sleep unvexed, the freeman
must sit up all night after his day’s work and
whip the ponds to keep the frogs quiet; if the
freeman’s daughter—but no, that last infamy of
monarchical government is unprintable; and
finally, if the freeman, grown desperate with his
tortures, found his life unendurable under such
condition, and sacrificed it and fled to death for
mercy and refuge, the gentle Church condemned
him to eternal fire, the gentle law buried him at
midnight at the crossroads with a stake through
his back, and his master the baron or the bishop
confiscated all his property and turned his widow

and his orphans out of doors.
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And here were these freemen
assembled in the early morning to work on their
lord the bishop’s road three days each—qratis;
every head of a family, and every son of a

family, three days each, gratis, and a day or so
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added for their servants. Why, it was like reading
about France and the French, before the ever-
memorable and blessed Revolution, which swept
a thousand years of such villainy away in one
swift tidal wave of blood—one: a settlement of
that hoary debt in the proportion of half a drop of
blood for each hogshead of it that had been
pressed by slow tortures out of that people in the
weary stretch of ten centuries of wrong and
shame and misery the like of which was not to
be mated but in hell. There were two “Reigns of
Terror,” if we would but remember it and
consider it; the one wrought murder in hot
passion, the other in heartless cold blood; the
one lasted mere months, the other had lasted a
thousand years; the one inflicted death upon ten
thousand persons, the other upon a hundred
millions; but our shudders are all for the “horrors”
of the minor Terror, the momentary Terror, so to
speak; whereas, what is the horror of swift death
by the ax, compared with lifelong death from
hunger, cold, insult, cruelty, and heartbreak?
What is swift death by lightning compared with
death by slow fire at the stake? A city cemetery
could contain the coffins filled by that brief Terror
which we have all been so diligently taught to
shiver at and mourn over; but all France could
hardly contain the coffins filled by that older and
real Terror—that unspeakably bitter and awful
Terror which none of us has been taught to see

in its vastness or pity as it deserves.
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These poor ostensible freemen who

were sharing their breakfast and their talk with
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me, were as full of humble reverence for their
king and Church and nobility as their worst
enemy could desire. There was something
pitifully ludicrous about it. | asked them if they
supposed a nation of people ever existed, who,
with a free vote in every man’s hand, would elect
that a single family and its descendants should
reign over it forever, whether gifted or boobies,
to the exclusion of all other families—including
the voter’s; and would also elect that a certain
hundred families would be raised to dizzy
summits of rank, and clothed on with offensive
transmissible glories and privileges to the
exclusion of the rest of the nation’s families—

including his own.
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They all looked unhit, and said they
didn’t know; that they had never thought about it
before, and it hadn’t ever occurred to them that a
nation could be so situated that every man could
have a say in the government. | said | had seen
one—and that it would last until it had an
Established Church. Again they were all unhit—
at first. But presently one man looked up and
asked me to state that proposition again; and
state it slowly so it could soak into his
understanding. | did it; and after a little he had
the idea, and he brought his fist down and said
he didn’t believe a nation where every man had
a vote would voluntarily get down in the mud and
dirt in any such way; and that to steal from a
nation its will and preference must be a crime

and the first of all crimes.
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| said to myself:
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“This one’s a man. If | were backed by
enough of his sort, | would make a strike for the
welfare of this country, and try to prove myself
its loyalest citizen by making a wholesome

change in its system of government.”

a
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You see my kind of loyalty was loyalty
to one’s country, not to its institutions or its
officeholders. The country is the real thing, the
substantial thing, the eternal thing; it is the thing
to watch over, and care for, and be loyal to;
institutions are extraneous, they are its mere
clothing, and clothing can wear out, become
ragged, cease to be comfortable, cease to
protect the body from winter, disease, and death.
To be loyal to rags, to shout for rags, to worship
rags, to die for rags--that is a loyalty of
unreason, it is pure animal; it belongs to
monarchy, was invented by monarchy; let
monarchy keep it. | was from Connecticut,
whose Constitution declares “that all political
power is inherent in the people, and all free
governments are founded on their authority and
instituted for their benefit; and that they have at
all times an undeniable and indefeasible right to
alter their form of government in such a manner

as they may think expedient.”
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Under that gospel, the citizen who
thinks he sees that the commonwealth’s political
clothes are worn out, and yet holds his peace
and does not agitate for a new suit, is disloyal;
he is a traitor. That he may be the only one who
thinks he sees this decay, does not excuse him;

it is his duty to agitate any way, and it is the duty
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of the others to vote him down if they do not see

the matter as he does.
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And now here | was, in a country
where a right to say how the country should be
governed was restricted to six persons in each
thousand of its population. For the nine hundred
and ninety-four to express dissatisfaction with
the regnant system and propose to change it,
would have made the whole six shudder as one
man, it would have been so disloyal, so
dishonorable, such putrid black treason. So to
speak, | was become a stockholder in a
corporation where nine hundred and ninety-four
of the members furnished all the money and did
all the work, and the other six elected
themselves a permanent board of direction and
took all the dividends. It seemed to me that what
the nine hundred and ninety-four dupes needed
was a new deal. The thing that would have best
suited the circus side of my nature would have
been to resign the Boss-ship and get up an
insurrection and turn it into a revolution; but |
knew that the Jack Cade or the Wat Tyler who
tries such a thing without first educating his
materials up to revolution grade is almost
absolutely certain to get left. | had never been
accustomed to getting left, even if | do say it
myself. Wherefore, the “deal” which had been for
some time working into shape in my mind was of

a quite different pattern from the Cade-Tyler sort.
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So | did not talk blood and insurrection
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to that man there who sat munching black bread

with that abused and mistaught herd of human

sheep, but took him aside and talked matter of

another sort to him. After | had finished, | got

him to lend me a little ink from his veins; and

with this and a sliver | wrote on a piece of bark—
Put him in the Man Factory—

and gave it to him, and said—
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“Take it to the palace at Camelot and
give it into the hands of Amyas le Poulet, whom |

call Clarence, and he will understand.”
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“He is a priest, then,” said the man, and

some of the enthusiasm went out of his face.
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“How—a priest? Didn’t | tell you that no
chattel of the Church, no bondslave of pope or
bishop can enter my Man Factory? Didn't | tell
you that you couldn’t enter unless your religion,
whatever it might be, was your own free

property?”
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“Marry, it is so, and for that | was glad;
wherefore it liked me not, and bred in me a cold

doubt, to hear of this priest being there.”
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“But he isn’'t a priest, | tell you.”
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The man looked far from satisfied. He

said:
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“He is not a priest, and yet can read?”
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“He is not a priest, and yet can read—
yes, and write, too, for that matter. | taught him
myself.” The man’s face cleared. “And it is the
first thing that you yourself will be taught in that

Factory—"
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“I? 1 would give blood out of my heart to

know that art. Why, | will be your slave, your—’
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“No, you won'’t, you won’t be anybody’s
slave. Take your family and go along. Your lord
the bishop will confiscate your small property,

but no matter, Clarence will fix you all right,”
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CHAPTER XVII
A Royal Banquet

Madame, seeing me pacific and
unresentful, no doubt judged that | was deceived
by her excuse; for her fright dissolved away, and
she was soon so importunate to have me give
an exhibition and kill somebody, that the thing
grew to be embarrassing. However, to my relief
she was presently interrupted by the call to
prayers. | will say this much for the nobility: that,
tyrannical, murderous, rapacious and morally
rotten as they were, they were deeply and
enthusiastically religious. Nothing could divert
them from the regular and faithful performance of
the pieties enjoined by the Church. More than
once | had seen a noble who had gotten his
enemy at a disadvantage, stop to pray before
cutting his throat; more than once | had seen a
noble, after ambushing and dispatching his
enemy, retire to the nearest wayside shrine and
humbly give thanks, without even waiting to rob
the body. There was to be nothing finer or
sweeter in the life of even Benvenuto Cellini, that
roughhewn saint, ten centuries later. All the
nobles of Britain, with their families, attended
divine service morning and night daily, in their
private chapels, and even the worst of them had
family worship five or six times a day besides.
The credit of this belonged entirely to the
Church. Although | was no friend to the Catholic
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Church, | was obliged to admit this. And often in
spite of me, | found myself saying, “What would

this country be without the Church?”
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After prayers we had dinner in a great
banqueting hall which was lighted by hundreds
of grease jets, and everything was as fine and
lavish and rudely splendid as might become the
royal degree of the hosts. At the head of the hall,
on a dais, was the table of the king, queen, and
their son, Prince Uwaine. Stretching down the
hall from this, was the general table, on the floor.
At this, above the salt, sat the visiting nobles and
the grown members of their families, of both
sexes—the resident Court, in effect—sixty-one
persons; below the salt sat minor officers of the
household, with their principal subordinates:
altogether a hundred and eighteen persons
sitting, and about as many liveried servants
standing behind their chairs, or serving in one
capacity or another. It was a very fine show. In a
gallery a band with cymbals, horns, harps, and
other horrors opened the proceedings with what
seemed to be the crude first draft or original
agony of the wail known to later centuries as “In
the Sweet Bye and Bye.” It was new, and ought
to have been rehearsed a little more. For some
reason or other the queen had the composer

hanged, after dinner.
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After this music, the priest who stood
behind the royal table said a noble long grace in
ostensible Latin. Then the battalion of waiters
broke away from their posts, and darted, rushed,
flew, fetched, and carried, and the mighty
feeding began; no words anywhere, but

absorbing attention to business. The rows of
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chops opened and shut in vast unison and the
sound of it was like to the muffled burr of

subterranean machinery.
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The havoc continued an hour and a
half, and unimaginable was the destruction of
substantials. Of the chief feature of the feast—
the huge wild boar that lay stretched out so
portly and imposing at the start—nothing was left
but the semblance of a hoopskirt; and he was
but the type and symbol of what had happened

to all the other dishes.
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With the pastries and so on, the heavy
drinking began—and the talk. Gallon after gallon
of wine and mead disappeared, and everybody
got comfortable, then happy, then sparklingly
joyous—both sexes—and by and by pretty noisy.
Men told anecdotes that were terrific to hear, but
nobody blushed; and when the nub was sprung,
the assemblage let go with a horselaugh that
shook the fortress. Ladies answered back with
historiettes that would almost have made Queen
Margaret of Navarre or even the great Elizabeth
of England hide behind a handkerchief, but
nobody hid here, but only laughed—howled, you
may say. In pretty much all of these dreadful
stories, ecclesiastics were the hardy heroes, but
that didn’t worry the chaplain any, he had his
laugh with the rest; more than that, upon

invitation he roared out a song which was of as
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daring a sort as any that was sung that night.
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By midnight everybody was fagged out,
and sore with laughing; and as a rule, drunk:
some weepingly, some affectionately, some
hilariously, some quarrelsomely, some dead and
under the table. Of the ladies, the worst
spectacle was a lovely young duchess, whose
wedding eve this was; and indeed she was a
spectacle, sure enough. Just as she was she
could have sat in advance for the portrait of the
young daughter of the Regent d’Orleans, at the
famous dinner whence she was carried,
foulmouthed, intoxicated, and helpless, to her
bed, in the lost and lamented days of the Ancient

Régime.
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Suddenly, even while the priest was
lifting his hands, and all conscious heads were
bowed in reverent expectation of the coming
blessing, there appeared under the arch of the
far-off door at the bottom of the hall, an old and
bent and white-haired lady, leaning upon a
crutchstick; and she lifted the stick and pointed it

toward the queen and cried out—
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"The wrath and curse of God fall upon
you, woman without pity, who have slain mine
innocent grandchild and made desolate this old
heart that had nor chick nor friend nor stay nor

comfort in all this world but him!”
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Everybody crossed himself in a grisly
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fright, for a curse was an awful thing to those
people; but the queen rose up majestic, with the
death light in her eye, and flung back this

ruthless command:
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“Lay hands on her! To the stake with

her!”
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The guard left their posts to obey. It
was a shame; it was a cruel thing to see. What
could be done? Sandy gave me a look; | knew

she had another inspiration. | said—
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“Do what you choose.”

“PatINInfAaInauaLne”

She was up and facing toward the

queen in a moment. She indicated me, and said:

Lg/ a ' v aa
L‘ﬁaaqﬂ“l]%l,l,ﬂ&@uvlﬂ‘lﬁf;lq(ﬂ@]a%u’]‘v\ﬁzi']"ﬁu

NFDNNUTNANNBAZNANITIN

“Madame, he saith this may not be.
Recall the commandment, or he will dissolve the
castle and it shall vanish away like the instable

fabric of a dream!”
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Confound it, what a crazy contract to

pledge a person to! What if the queen—
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But my consternation subsided there,
and my panic passed off; for the queen, all in a
collapse, made no show of resistance but gave a

countermanding sign and sunk into her seat.
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When she reached it she was sober. So were
many of the others. The assemblage rose,
whiffed ceremony to the winds, and rushed for
the door like a mob, overturning chairs,
smashing crockery, tugging, struggling,
shouldering, crowding—anything to get out
before | should change my mind and puff the
castle into the measureless dim vacancies of
space. Well, well, well, they were a superstitious

lot. It is all a body can do to conceive of it.
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The poor queen was so scared and
humbled that she was even afraid to hang the
composer without first consulting me. | was very
sorry for her—indeed any one would have been,
for she was really suffering; so | was willing to
do anything that was reasonable, and had no
desire to carry things to wanton extremities. |
therefore considered the matter thoughtfully, and
ended by having the musicians ordered into our
presence to play that Sweet Bye and Bye again,
which they did. Then | saw that she was right,
and gave her permission to hang the whole
band. This little relaxation of sternness had a
good effect upon the queen. A statesman gains
little by the arbitrary exercise of ironclad authority
upon all occasions that offer, for this wounds the
just pride of his subordinates, and thus tends to
undermine his strength. A little concession, now

and then, where it can do no harm, is the wiser

policy.
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Now that the queen was at ease in her
mind once more, and measurably happy, her
wine naturally began to assert itself again, and it

got a little the start of her. | mean it set her
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music going—her silver bell of a tongue. Dear
me, she was a master talker. It would not
become me to suggest that it was pretty late and
that | was a tired man and very sleepy. | wished
| had gone off to bed when | had the chance.
Now | must stick it out; there was no other way.
So she tinkled along and along, in the otherwise
profound and ghostly hush of the sleeping castle,
until by and by there came, as if from deep down
under us, a faraway sound, as of a muffled
shriek—with an expression of agony about it that
made my flesh crawl. The queen stopped, and
her eyes lighted with pleasure; she titled her
graceful head as a bird does when it listens. The
sound bored its way up through the stiliness

again.
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“What is it?” | said.
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“It is truly a stubborn soul, and endureth

long. It is many hours now.
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“Endureth what?”
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“The rack. Come—ye shall see a blithe
sight. An he yield not his secret now, ye shall

see him torn asunder.”
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What a silky smooth hellion she was;
and so composed and serene, when the cords
all down my legs were hurting in sympathy with
that man’ pain. Conducted by mailed guards

bearing flaring torches, we tramped along
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echoing corridors, and down stone stairways
dank and dripping, and smelling of mold and
ages of imprisoned night—a chill, uncanny
journey and a long one, and not made the
shorter or the cheerier by the sorceress’ talk,
which was about this sufferer and his crime. He
had been accused by an anonymous informer, of
having killed a stag in the royal preserves. |

said—
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“Anonymous testimony isn't just the
right thing, your Highness. It were fairer to

confront the accused with the accuser.”
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“I had not thought of that, it being but of
small consequence. But an | would, | could not,
for that the accuser came masked by night, and
told the forester, and straightway got him hence

again, and so the forester knoweth him not.”
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“Then is this Unknown the only person

who saw the stag killed?”
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“Marry, no man saw the killing, but this
Unknown saw this hardy wretch near to the spot
where the stag lay, and came with right loyal

zeal and betrayed him to the forester.”
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“So the Unknown was near the dead
stag, too? Isn'’t it just possible that he did the
killing himself? His loyal zeal—in a mask—looks

just a shade suspicious. But what is your
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Highness’ idea for racking the prisoner? Where

is the profit?”
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“He will not confess, else; and then
were his soul lost. For his crime his life is
forfeited by the law—and of a surety will | see
that he payeth it—but it were peril to my own
soul to let him die unconfessed and unabsolved.
Nay, | were a fool to fling me into hell for his

accommodation.”
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“But, your Highness, suppose he has

nothing to confess?”
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|

“As to that, we shall see, anon. An |
rack him to death and he confess not, it will
peradventure show that he had indeed naught to
confess—ye will grant that that is sooth? Then
shall | not be damned for an unconfessed man
that had naught to confess—wherefore, | shall

be safe.”
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It was the stubborn unreasoning of the
time. It was useless to argue with her.
Arguments have no chance against petrified
training; they wear it as little as the waves wear
a cliff. And her training was everybody’s. The
brightest intellect in the land would not have

been able to see that her position was defective.
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As we entered the rack cell | caught a
picture that will not go from me; | wish it would.
A native young giant of thirty or thereabouts, lay
stretched upon the frame on his back, with his
wrists and ankles tied to ropes which led over
windlasses at either end. There was no color in
him; his features were contorted and set, and
sweat drops stood upon his forehead. A priest
bent over him on each side; the executioner
stood by; guards were on duty; smoking torches
stood in sockets along the walls; in a corner
crouched a poor young creature, her face drawn
with anguish, a half-wild and hunted look in her
eyes, and in her lap lay a little child asleep. Just
as we stepped across the threshold the
executioner gave his machine a slight turn,
which wrung a cry from both the prisoner and
the woman; but | shouted and the executioner
released the strain without waiting to see who
spoke. | could not let this horror go on; it would
have killed me to see it, | asked the queen to let
me clear the place and speak to the prisoner
privately; and when she was going to object |
spoke in a low voice and said | did not want to
make a scene before her servants, but | must
have my way; for | was King Arthur’s
representative, and was speaking in his name.

She saw she had to yield. | asked her to

endorse me to these people, and then leave me.

It was not pleasant for her, but she took the pill;
and even went further than | was meaning to
require. | only wanted the backing of her own

authority; but she said—
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“Ye will do in all things as this lord shall

command. It is The Boss.”
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It was certainly a good word to conjure
with: you could see it by the squirming of these
rats. The queen’s guards fell into line, and she
and they marched away, with their torchbearers,
and woke the echoes of the cavernous tunnels
with the measured beat of their retreating
footfalls. | had the prisoner taken from the rack
and placed upon his bed, and medicaments
applied to his hurts, and wine given him to drink.
The woman crept near and looked on, eagerly,
lovingly, but timorously—like one who fears a
repulse; indeed, she tried furtively to touch the
man’s forehead, and jumped back, the picture of
fright, when | turned unconsciously toward her. It

was pitiful to see.
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“Lord,” | said, “stroke him, lass, if you
want to. Do anything you're a mind to; don’t

mind me.”
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Why, her eyes were as grateful as an
animal’s, when you do it a kindness that it
understands. The baby was out of her way and
she had her cheek against the man’s in a
minute, and her hands fondling his hair, and her
happy tears running down. The man revived, and
caressed his wife with his eyes, which was all he
could do. | judged | might clear the den, now,
and | did; cleared it of all but the family and

myself. Then | said—
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“Now my friend, tell me your side of this

matter; | know the other side.”
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The man moved his head in a sign of
refusal. But the woman looked pleased—as it
seemed to me—pleased with my suggestion. |

went on:
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“You know of me?”
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“Yes. All do, in Arthur’s realms.”
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“If my reputation has come to you right

and straight, you should not be afraid to speak.”
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The woman broke in, eagerly:
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“Ah, fair my lord, do thou persuade him!
Thou canst an thou wilt. Ah, he suffereth so; and
it is for me—for me! And how can | bear it? |
would | might see him die—a sweet, swift death;

oh, my Hugo, | cannot bear this one!”
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And she fell to sobbing and groveling
about my feet, and still imploring. Imploring

what? The man’s death? | could not quite get the
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bearings of the thing. But Hugo interrupted her

and said—
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“Peace! Ye wit not what ye ask. Shall |
starve whom | love, to win a gentle death? |

wend thou knewest me better.”
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“Well,” | said, “I can’t quite make this

out. It is a puzzle. Now—*
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“Ah, dear my lord, an ye will but
persuade him! Consider how these his tortures
wound me! Oh, and he will not speak—whereas,
the healing, the solace that lie in a blessed swift

death—"
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“What are you maundering about? He’s
going out from here a free man and whole—he’s

not going to die.”
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The man’s white face lit up, and the
woman flung herself at me in a most surprising

explosion of joy, and cried out—
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“He is saved—for it is the king’s word
by the mouth of the king’'s servant— Arthur, the

king whose word is gold!”
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“Well, then you do believe | can be
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trusted, after all. Why didn’t you before?”
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“Who doubted? Not |, indeed; and not
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“Well, why wouldn't you tell me your Surin laandslaiiasesvaadn W
story, then?”

“Ye had made no promise; else had it

been otherwise.”
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“| see, | see...And yet | believe | don’t
quite see, after all. You stood the torture and
refused to confess; which shows plain enough to
even the dullest understanding that you had

nothing to confess—"
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“I, my lord? How so? It was | that killed

the deer!”
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“You did? Oh, dear, this is the most

mixed-up business that ever—’
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“Dear Lord, | begged him on my knees

to confess, but—"
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“You did! It gets thicker and thicker.
What did you want him to do that for?”
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“Sith it would bring him a quick death

and save him all this cruel pain.”
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“Well—yes, there is reason in that. But

he didn’t want the quick death.”
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“He? Why, Of a surety he did.”
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“Well, then, why in the world didn’t he

confess?”
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“Ah, sweet sir, and leave my wife and

chick without bread and shelter?”
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“Oh, heart of gold, now | see it! The
bitter law takes the convicted man’s estate and
beggars his widow and his orphans. They could
torture you to death, but without conviction or
confession they could not rob your wife and
baby. You stood by them like a man; and you—
true wife and true woman that you are—you
would have bought him release from torture at
cost to yourself of slow starvation and death—
well, it humbles a body to think what your sex
can do when it comes to self-sacrifice. I'll book
you both for my colony; you'll like it there; it's a
Factory where I’'m going to turn groping and

grubbing automata into men.”
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The Battle of the Sand Belt Aniaunsiy

In Merlin’s Cave—Clarence and | and
fifty-two fresh bright, well-educated, clean-
minded young British boys. At dawn | sent an
order to the factories and to all our great works
to stop operations and remove all life to a safe
distance, as everything was going to be blown
up by secret mines, “and no telling at what
moment—therefore, vacate at once.” These
people knew me, and had confidence in my
word. They would clear out without waiting to
part their hair, and | could take my own time
about the explosion. You couldn’t hire one of
them to go back during the century, if the

explosion was still impending.
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We had a week of waiting. It was not
dull for me, because | was writing all the time.
During the first three days, | finished turning my
old diary into this narrative form; it only required

a chapter or so to bring it down to date. The rest

of the week | took up in writing letters to my wife.

It was always my habit to write to Sandy every
day, whenever we were separate, and now |
kept up the habit for love of it, and of her,
though | couldn’t do anything with the letters, of
course, after | had written them. But it put in the
time, you see, and was almost like talking; it was
almost as if | was saying, “Sandy, if you and

Hello-Central were here in the cave, instead of
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only your photographs, what good times we
could have!” And then, you know, | could
imagine the baby goo-gooing something out in
reply, with its fists in its mouth and itself
stretched across its mother’s lap on its back, and
she a-laughing and admiring and worshiping,
and now and then tickling under the baby’s chin
to set it cackling, and then maybe throwing in a
word of answer to me herself—and so on and so
on—well, don’t you know, | could sit there in the
cave with my pen, and keep it up, that way, by
the hour with them. Why, it was almost like

having us all together again.
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| had spies out, every night, of course,
to get news. Every report made things look more
and more impressive. The hosts were gathering,
gathering; down all the roads and paths of
England the knights were riding, and priests rode
with them, to hearten these original Crusaders,
this being the Church’s war. All the nobilities, big
and little, were on their way, and all the gentry.
This was all as was expected. We should thin
out this sort of folk to such a degree that the
people would have nothing to do but just step to

the front with their republic and—
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Ah, what a donkey | was! Toward the
end of the week | began to get this large and
disenchanting fact through my head: that the
mass of the nation had swung their caps and
shouted for the republic for about one day, and
there an end! The Church, the nobles, and the
gentry then turned one grand, all-disapproving
frown upon them and shriveled them into sheep!

From that moment the sheep had begun to
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gather to the fold—that is to say, the camps—
and offer their valueless lives and their valuable
wool to the “righteous cause.” Why, even the
very men who had lately been slaves were in the
“righteous cause,” and glorifying it, praying for it,
sentimentally slobbering over it, just like all the
other commoners. Imagine such human muck as

this; conceive of this folly!
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Yes, it was now “Death to the Republic!”
everywhere—not a dissenting voice. All England
was marching against us! Truly this was more

than | had bargained for.
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| watched my fifty-two boys narrowly;
watched their faces, their walk, their unconscious
attitudes: for all these are a language—a
language given us purposely that it may betray
us in times of emergency, when we have secrets
which we want to keep. | knew that that thought
would keep saying itself over and over again in
their minds and hearts, All England is marching
against us! and evermore strenuously imploring
attention with each repetition, ever more sharply
realizing itself to their imaginations, until even in
their sleep they would find no rest from it, but
hear the vague and flitting creatures of their
dreams say, All England—ALL ENGLAND—is
marching against you! | knew all this would
happen; | knew that ultimately the pressure
would become so great that it would compel
utterance; therefore, | must be ready with an
answer at that time—an answer well chosen and

tranquilizing.
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| was right. The time came. They had to
speak. Poor lads, it was pitiful to see, they were
so pale, so worn, so troubled. At first their
spokesman could hardly find voice or words; but
he presently got both. This is what he said—and
he put it in the neat modern English taught him

in my schools:
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“We have tried to forget what we are—
English boys! We have tried to put reason before
sentiment, duty before love; our minds approve,
but our hearts reproach us. While apparently it
was only the nobility, only the gentry, only the
twenty-five or thirty thousand knights left alive
out of the late wars, we were of one mind, and
undisturbed by any troubling doubt; each and
every one of these fifty-two lads who stand here
before you, said, ‘They have chosen—it is their
affair.’ But think—the matter is altered—all
England is marching against us! Oh, sir, consider!
Reflect! These people are our people, they are
bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, we love

them—do not ask us to destroy our nation!”
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Well, it shows the value of looking
ahead, and being ready for a thing when it
happens. If | hadn’t foreseen this thing and been
fixed, that boy would have had me—I couldn’t

have said a word. But | was fixed. | said:
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“My boys, your hearts are in the right
place, you have thought the worthy thought, you
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have done the worthy thing. You are English
boys, you will remain English boys, and you will
keep that name unsmirched. Give yourselves no
further concern, let your minds be at peace.
Consider this: while all England is marching
against us, who is in the van? Who, by the
commonest rules of war, will march in the front?

Answer me.”
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“The mounted host of mailed knights.”
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“True. They are 30,000 strong. Acres
deep, they will march. Now, observe: none but
they will ever strike the sand belt! Then there will
be an episode! Immediately after, the civilian
multitude in the rear will retire, to meet business
engagements elsewhere. None but nobles and
gentry are knights, and none but these will
remain to dance to our music after that episode.
It is absolutely true that we shall have to fight
nobody but these thirty thousand knights. Now
speak, and it shall be as you decide. Shall we

avoid the battle, retire from the field?”
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“Nom”

“Tainy

The shout was unanimous and hearty.
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“Are you—are you—well, afraid of these

thirty thousand knights?”
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That joke brought out a good laugh, the
boys’ troubles vanished away, and they went
gaily to their posts. Ah, they were a darling fifty-

two! As pretty as girls, too.
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| was ready for the enemy, now. Let the
approaching big day come along—it would find

us on deck.
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The big day arrived on time. At dawn
the sentry on watch in the corral came into the
cave and reported a moving black mass under
the horizon, and a faint sound which he thought
to be military music. Breakfast was just ready;

we sat down and ate it.
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This over, | made the boys a little
speech, and then sent out a detail to man the

battery, with Clarence in command of it.
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The sun rose presently and sent its
unobstructed splendors over the land, and we
saw a prodigious host moving slowly toward us,
with the steady drift and aligned front of a wave
of the sea. Nearer and nearer it came, and more
and more sublimely imposing became its aspect;
yes, all England were there, apparently. Soon we
could see the innumerable banners fluttering,
and then the sun struck the sea of armor and set
it all aflash. Yes, it was a fine sight; | hadn’t ever

seen anything to beat it.
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At last we could make out details. All
the front ranks, no telling how many acres deep,
were horsemen—plumed knights in armor.
Suddenly we heard the blare of trumpets; the
slow walk burst into a gallop, and then—well, it
was wonderful to see! Down swept that vast
horseshoe wave—it approached the sand belt—
my breath stood still; nearer, nearer—the strip of
green turf beyond the yellow belt grew narrow—
narrower still—became a mere ribbon in front of
the horses—then disappeared under their hoofs.
Great Scott! Why, the whole front of that host
shot into the sky with a thundercrash, and
became a whirling tempest of rags and
fragments; and along the ground lay a thick wall
of smoke that hid what was left of the multitude

from our sight.
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Time for the second step in the plan of
campaign! | touched a button, and shook the

bones of England loose from her spine!
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In that explosion all our noble
civilization-factories went up in the air and
disappeared from the earth. It was a pity, but it
was necessary. We could not afford to let the

enemy turn our own weapons against us.
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Now ensued one of the dullest quarter
hours | had ever endured. We waited in a silent
solitude enclosed by our circles of wire, and by a
circle of heavy smoke outside of these. We

couldn’t see over the wall of smoke, and we
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couldn’t see through it. But at last it began to
shred away lazily, and by the end of another
quarter hour the land was clear and our curiosity
was enabled to satisfy itself. No living creature
was in sight! We now perceived that additions
had been made to our defenses. The dynamites
had dug a ditch more than a hundred feet wide,
all around us, and cast up an embankment some
twenty-five feet high on both borders of it. As to
destruction of life, it was amazing. Moreover, it
was beyond estimate. Of course we could not
count the dead, because they did not exist as
individuals, but merely as homogeneous

protoplasm, with alloys of iron and buttons.
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No life was in sight, but necessarily
there must have been some wounded in the rear
ranks, who were carried off the field under cover
of the wall of smoke; there would be sickness
among the others—there always is, after an
episode like that. But there would be no
reinforcements; this was the last stand of the
chivalry of England; it was all that was left of the
order, after the recent annihilating wars. So | felt
quite safe in believing that the utmost force that
could for the future be brought against us would
be but small; that is, of knights. | therefore
issued a congratulatory proclamation to my army

in these words:
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SOLDIERS, CHAMPIONS OF HUMAN
LIBERTY AND EQUALITY: Your General
congratulates you! In the pride of his strength
and the vanity of his renown, an arrogant enemy
came against you. You were ready. The conflict

was brief; on your side, glorious. This mighty
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victory having been achieved utterly without loss,
stands without example in history. So long as the
planets shall continue to move in their orbits, the
BATTLE OF THE SAND BELT will not perish out
of the memories of men.

THE BOSS.
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| read it well, and the applause | got
was very gratifying to me. | then wound up with

these remarks:
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“The war with the English nation, as a
nation, is at an end. The nation has retired from
the field and the war. Before it can be persuaded
to return, war will have ceased. This campaign is
the only one that is going to be fought. It will be
brief—the briefest in history. Also the most
destructive to life, considered from the standpoint
of proportion of casualties to numbers engaged.
We are done with the nation; henceforth we deal
only with the knights. English knights can be
killed, but they cannot be conquered. We know
what is before us. While one of these men
remains alive, our task is not finished, the war is
not ended. We will kill them all.” [Loud and long

continued applause.]
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| picketed the great embankments
thrown up around our lines by the dynamite
explosion—merely a lookout of a couple of boys
to announce the enemy when he should appear

again.
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Next, | sent an engineer and forty men
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to a point just beyond our lines on the south, to
turn a mountain brook that was there, and bring
it within our lines and under our command,
arranging it in such a way that | could make
instant use of it in an emergency. The forty men
were divided into two shifts of twenty each, and
were to relieve each other every two hours. In

ten hours the work was accomplished.
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It was nightfall, now and | withdrew my
pickets. The one who had had the northern
outlook reported a camp in sight, but visible with
the glass only. He also reported that a few
knights had been feeling their way toward us,
and had driven some cattle across our lines, but
that the knights themselves had not come very
near. That was what | had been expecting. They
were feeling us, you see; they wanted to know if
we were going to play that red terror on them
again. They would grow bolder in the night,
perhaps. | believed | knew what project they
would attempt, because it was plainly the thing |
would attempt myself if | were in their places and
as ignorant as they were. | mentioned it to

Clarence.
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“I think you are right,” said he; “it is the

obvious thing for them to try.”
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“Well, then,” | said, “if they do it they are

doomed.
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“Certainly.”
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“They won’t have the slightest show in

the world.”

“Wan9y L benaasaz s lulanwaiig

Hae”

“Of course they won't.”

“UUIUN 59"

“It's dreadful, Clarence. It seems an

awful pity.”

“UHIIIY UABLIWS ULARRaLAW’

The thing disturbed me so, that |
couldn’t get any peace of mind for thinking of it
and worrying over it. So, at last, to quiet my
conscience, | framed this message to the

knights:
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TO THE HONORABLE THE
COMMANDER OF THE INSURGENT
CHIVALRY OF ENGLAND: You fight in vain. We
know your strength—if one may call it by that
name. We know that at the utmost you cannot
bring against us above five and twenty thousand
knights. Therefore, you have no chance—none
whatever. Reflect: we are well equipped, well
fortified, we number fifty-four. Fifty-four what?
Men? No, minds—the capablest in the world; a
force against which mere animal might may no
more hope to prevail against the granite barriers
of England. Be advised. We offer you your lives;
for the sake of your families, do not reject the
gift. We offer you this chance, and it is the last:
throw down your arms; surrender unconditionally
to the Republic, and all will be forgiven.

(Signed) The Boss.
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| read it to Clarence, and said |
proposed to send it by a flag of truce. He
laughed the sarcastic laugh he was born with,

and said:
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“Somehow it seems impossible for you
to ever fully realize what these nobilities are.
Now let us save a little time and trouble.
Consider me the commander of the knights
yonder. Now then, you are the flag of truce;
approach and deliver me your message, and |

will give you your answer.”
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| humored the idea. | came forward
under an imaginary guard of the enemy’s
soldiers, produced my paper, and read it
through. For answer, Clarence struck the paper
out of my hand, pursed up a scornful lip, and

said with lofty disdain—
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“Dismember me this animal, and return
him in a basket to the baseborn knave who sent

him; other answer have | none!”
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How empty is theory in presence of fact!
And this was just fact, and nothing else. It was
the thing that would have happened, there was
no getting around that. | tore up the paper and
granted my mistimed sentimentalities a

permanent rest.
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Then, to business. | tested the electric
signals from the gatling platform to the cave, and
made sure that they were all right; | tested and
retested those which commanded the fences—
these were signals whereby | could break and
renew the electric current in each fence
independently of the others, at will. | placed the
brook connection under the guard and authority
of three of my best boys, who would alternate in
two-hour watches all night and promptly obey my
signal, if | should have occasion to give it—three
revolver-shots in quick succession. Sentry duty
was discarded for the night, and the corral left
empty of life: | ordered that quiet be maintained
in the cave, and the electric lights turned down

to a glimmer.
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As soon as it was good and dark, | shut
off the current from all of the fences, and then
groped my way out to the embankment
bordering our side of the great dynamite ditch. |
crept to the top of it and lay there on the slant of
the muck to watch. But it was too dark to see
anything. As for sounds, there were none. The
stillness was deathlike. True, there were the
usual nightsounds of the country—the whir of
night birds, the buzzing of insects, the barking of
distant dogs, the mellow lowing of far-off kine—
but these didn’t seem to break the stillness, they
only intensified it, and added a gruesome

melancholy to it into the bargain.
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| presently gave up looking, the night
shut down so black, but | kept my ears strained

to catch the least suspicious sound, for | judged |
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had only to wait and | shouldn’t be disappointed.
However, | had to wait a long time. At last |
caught what you may call indistinct glimpses of
sound—dulled metallic sound. | pricked up my
ears, then, and held my breath, for this was the
sort of thing | had been waiting for. This sound
thickened, and approached—from toward the
north. Presently | heard it at my own level—the
ridgetop of the opposite embankment, a hundred
feet or more away. Then | seemed to see a row
of black dots appear along that ridge—human
heads? | couldn’t tell; it mightn’'t be anything at
all; you can’t depend on your eyes when your
imagination is out of focus. However, the
question was soon settled. | heard that metallic
noise descending into the great ditch. It
augmented fast, it spread all along, and it
unmistakably furnished me this fact: an armed
host was taking up its quarters in the ditch. Yes,
these people were arranging a little surprise
party for us. We could expect entertainment

about dawn, possibly earlier.
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| groped my way back to the corral,
now; | had seen enough. | went to the platform
and signaled to turn the current onto the two
inner fences. Then | went into the cave, and
found everything satisfactory there—nobody
awake but the working watch. | woke Clarence
and told him the great ditch was filling up with
men, and that | believed all the knights were
coming for us in a body. It was my notion that as
soon as dawn approached we could expect the
ditch’s ambuscaded thousands to swarm up over
the embankment and make an assault, and be

followed immediately by the rest of their army.
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Clarence said:

LAR Liwf‘q@rjw

“They will be wanting to send a scout or

two in the dark to make preliminary observations.

Why not take the lightning off the outer fences,

and give them a chance?”
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“I've already done it, Clarence. Did you

ever know me to be inhospitable?”
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“No, you are a good heart. | want to go

and—*

“aiae vinwduanlante reein

aanlUuay..”

“Be a reception committee? | will go,

too.

wJuamedansudus 119z ludae”

We crossed the corral and lay down
together between the two inside fences. Even
the dim light of the cave had disordered our
eyesight somewhat, but the focus straightway
began to regulate itself and soon it was adjusted
for present circumstances. We had had to feel

our way before, but we could make out to see
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the fence posts now. We started a whispered LU DITUN
conversation, but suddenly Clarence broke off
and said:
“What is that?” “Buayly
“What is what?” “azlsnifeaslsnw
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“That thing yonder?”

“fia ia o'l T

“What thing—where?”

“az'ls avaluw

“There beyond you a little piece—a dark
something—a dull shape of some kind—against

the second fence.”
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| gazed and he gazed. | said:
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“Could it be a man, Clarence?”
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“No, I think not. If you notice, it looks a

lit— Why, it is a man—Ileaning on the fence!”
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wiztae (TuauIT g aubunsagiuTr

“| certainly believe it is; let's go and

see.

“niailguis lines v

We crept along on our hands and knees
until we were pretty close, and then looked up.
Yes, it was a man—a dim great figure in armor,
standing erect, with both hands on the upper
wire—and of course there was a smell of burning
flesh. Poor fellow, dead as a doornail, and never
knew what hurt him. He stood there like a
statue—no motion about him, except that his
plumes swished about a little in the night wind.

We rose up and looked in through the bars of his

eaullZes 9 wnsznafiauiia uay
3 v J 1 | =y 1 =)
ALY 19 1 Twanasag alnaiFedlue
TN Huas9 w%auﬁ'uﬁaﬁ'uaaﬁn%’uagﬁ
s lWiduuu uazuiuaulinduiiialwal thaugin
a3 anoadin uazldfiwlaihezlaion
A ' & o & o A
undusgaranusnnuguiu dunldinfonlna
v { & = =3 v
s uInUNNRNINGIazUaLantas lusuaNeI
ol =} g/ [} v dl )
& I HuTumaz eI b ludresnasved
RUINLNTY LL@imﬁﬁﬂvl,&iaaﬂiﬂj%'ﬂm%%avlaj

IWTIZEIUENS 9 v luntninduaziaifinly




112

L L
AU

unuda

visor, but couldn’t make out whether we knew

him or not—features too dim and shadowed.

We heard muffled sounds approaching,
and we sank down to the ground where we
were. We made out another knight vaguely; he
was coming very stealthily, and feeling his way.
He was near enough, now, for us to see him put
out a hand, find an upper wire, then bend and
step under it and over the lower one. Now he
arrived at the first knight—and started slightly
when he discovered him. He stood a moment—
no doubt wondering why the other one didn’t
move on; then he said, in a low voice, “Why
dreamest thou here, good Sir Mar—" then he
laid his hand on the corpse’s shoulder—and just
uttered a little soft moan and sunk down dead.
Killed by a dead man, you see—xkilled by a dead
friend, in fact. There was something awful about

it.
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These early birds came scattering along
after each other, about one every five minutes in
our vicinity, during half an hour. They brought no
armor of offense but their swords; as a rule they
carried the sword ready in the hand, and put it
forward and found the wires with it. We would
now and then see a blue spark when the knight
that caused it was so far away as to be invisible
to us; but we knew what had happened, all the
same, poor fellow; he had touched a charged
wire with his sword and been elected. We had
brief intervals of grim stiliness, interrupted with
piteous regularity by the clash made by the
falling of an ironclad; and this sort of thing was

going on, right along, and was very creepy, there

AWNAULALT AR BNTZANBIRIANNAY
S 4 & a 4 o
1 AR0AAIIT LN 22 TAURTILT N bl aU a9
1513179 NN 5 Wil wamm"[&iﬁmgﬁﬁuuaﬂmﬂ
ANy LLazmuﬂﬂﬁmﬂmﬁamum‘%wwﬁ”auagﬂu
Ho wazduamuias et enudslduesny
=2 v & a & o &
8 19139 LA NI TN VYU AVRIATI
udaasaan adaiugvinliidadszmelwaglng
& Qs [ a J
aan lUawsuas liwinaqian ngmmﬂaﬂwu
SaaLaunnasm ﬁﬂ’iuqmaami auvaIntl
anangfinszualwiduas ldidugloed i
T nszozan g 090N puiuniinga o
Qﬂﬂ'@%'am:ﬁaUa\ﬁmé'anmawiﬂmﬁmﬁmﬁfu
maamsﬁmamaaé'ﬂ”‘mslwqmnﬁzmﬁﬂ LRTRY
\ As 0 A Y ad A
mmunmmumu@nuvl,ﬂ ARUYNUNAIANNN

LRZAINLAEIANE ’ﬁwommuﬁaqﬂﬁn




113

L L
AU

unuda

in the dark and lonesomeness.

We concluded to make a tour between
the inner fences. We elected to walk upright, for
convenience sake; we argued that if discerned,
we should be taken for friends rather than
enemies, and in any case we should be out of
reach of swords, and these gentry did not seem
to have any spears along. Well, it was a curious
trip. Everywhere dead men were lying outside
the second fence—not plainly visible, but still
visible; and we counted fifteen of those pathetic
statues—dead knights standing with their hands

on the upper wire.
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One thing seemed to be sufficiently
demonstrated: our current was so tremendous
that it killed before the victim could cry out.
Pretty soon we detected a muffled and heavy
sound, and next moment we guessed what it
was. It was a surprise in force coming! |
whispered Clarence to go and wake the army,
and notify it to wait in silence in the cave for
further orders. He was soon back, and we stood
by the inner fence and watched the silent
lightning do its awful work upon that swarming
host. One could make out but little of detail; but
he could note that a black mass was piling itself
up beyond the second fence. That swelling bulk
was dead men! Our camp was enclosed with a
solid wall of the dead—a bulwark, a breastwork,
of corpses, you may say. One terrible thing
about this thing was the absence of human
voices; there were no cheers, no war cries;
being intent upon a surprise, these men moved

as noiselessly as they could; and always when
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the front rank was near enough to their goal to
make it proper for them to begin to get a shout
ready, of course they struck the fatal line and

went down without testifying.
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| sent a current through the third fence,
now; and almost immediately through the fourth
and fifth, so quickly were the gaps filled up; |
believed the time was come, now, for my climax;
| believed that that whole army was in our trap.
Anyway, it was high time to find out. So |
touched a button and set fifty electric suns

aflame on the top of our precipice.
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Land, what a sight! We were enclosed
in three walls of dead men! All the other fences
were pretty nearly filled with the living, who were
stealthily working their way forward through the
wires. The sudden glare paralyzed this host,
petrified them, you may say, with astonishment;
there was just one instant for me to utilize their
immobility in, and | didn’t lose the chance. You
see, in another instant they would have
recovered their faculties, then they'd have burst
into a cheer and made a rush, and my wires
would have gone down before it; but that lost
instant lost them their opportunity forever; while
even that slight fragment of time was still
unspent, | shot the current through all the fences
and struck the whole host dead in their tracks!
There was a groan you could hear! It voiced the
death pang of eleven thousand men. It swelled

out on the night with awful pathos.
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A glance showed that the rest of the
enemy—perhaps ten thousand strong—were
between us and the encircling ditch, and
pressing forward to the assault. Consequently
we had them alll and had them past help. Time
for the last act of the tragedy. | fired the three

appointed revolver shots—which meant:
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“Turn on the water!”

“JRagiin bar

There was a sudden rush and roar, and
in a minute the mountain brook was raging
through the big ditch and creating a river a

hundred feet wide and twenty-five deep.
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“Stand to your guns, men! Open fire!”

“Jseguvintul Se

The thirteen gatlings began to vomit
death into the fated ten thousand. They halted,
they stood their ground a moment against that
withering deluge of fire, then they broke, faced
about and swept toward the ditch like chaff
before a gale. A full fourth part of their force
never reached the top of the lofty embankment;
the three-fourths reached it and plunged over—

to death by drowning.
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Within ten short minutes after we had
opened fire, armed resistance was totally
annihilated, the campaign was ended, we fifty-

four were masters of England! Twenty-five
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thousand men lay dead around us.

UM

But how treacherous is fortune! In a
little while—say an hour—happened a thing, by
my own fault, which—but | have no heart to write

that. Let the record end here.
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