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Ronnarit Maneephan : Trauma and Memory: Narratives of Taiwan's 228 Incident

and White Terror. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. CHUTIMA PRAGATWUTISARN

This thesis aims to study the transmission of trauma of Taiwan’s 228 Incident and
White Terror in selected texts. It explores how trauma functions to bind people from different
generations, how people suffering from trauma deal with the haunting past and how the past is
appropriated to form Taiwanese identity. The selected texts include Li Ang’s The Lost Garden
(1991 translated to English in 2015), Julie Wu’s The Third Son (2013), Jennifer J. Chow’s The
228 Legacy (2013), Shawna Yang Ryan’s Green Island (2016), and Red Candle Games’s
Detention (2017). The study of these texts shows that trauma is not only a disruptive but also a
creative force. Being stuck in the past, the victims of trauma may turn their traumatic
experience into narrative forms. As traumatic events, Taiwan’s 228 Incident and White Terror
appear in different narratives forms such as romantic novel, horror video game, bildungsroman
novel, family drama novel and historical novel. As revealed in the selected texts, these forms of
narratives enable readers to understand the haunting past of Taiwanese history and the ways in

which Taiwanese identity emerges from this haunting history.
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14 19)a1191nToAY “the “foreignness” of the islanders; having long been colonized and “enslaved” by the Japanese
and detached from the Chinese motherland, Chiang sniffed, the Taiwanese were generally “fearing might and harboring
no virtue” Therefore, the most effective way to maintain peace and order in a newly retroceded frontier territory was
through military strength.” (Hsiao- ting Lin, 2016: 47))

5 11la1191n 9o AU “A few wicked gangsters had terrorized the island in the first week of March and had rebelled
against the Chinese government; Chinese Nationalist troops had come in to protect the righteous people, and were now

soothing and protecting all honest and upright Formosans.” (Kerr, 2018: 240)
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8 5]a39n9eA 1N “Any person who committed an overt act with the intent to destroy the organization of the state,
seize state territory, change the constitution by illegal means, or overthrow the government, should be punished with
imprisonment for not less than seven years. A ringleader should be punished with imprisonment for life. Moreover, any
person who prepares or conspires to commit an offense specified above should be punished with imprisonment for not
less than six months and not more than five years” (Schafferer, 2003: 5 E%}NﬁﬂuKetty W. Chen, 2008: 194)

19 119/a1191099A W “the Statute of Denunciation (1954) which was written in a vague and ambiguous manner. If a
relative or acquaintance does not denounce a political offender that person will receive one to seven years in jail and

have his property confiscated.” (Kagan, 1982 :50)
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