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# # 6380149324 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: security policy learning, experiential learning, organizational learning,
counterinsurgency
Suriyun Jiewcharoen : Lessons Learned from the Battlefield: The Secret War in Laosand
Thailand’s Counterinsurgency Strategic Adjustment. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. SUPAMIT
PITIPAT

This independent study examines changes in Thailand’s approach to anti-communist
counterinsurgency and the doctrine the Royal Thai Armed Forces employed to guide and implement
national operations to win the people's war. Using a documentary research method and national
security policy learning as the analytical framework, this study argues that changes in Thai
counterinsurgency approach and doctrine originated in two levels of learning, i.e. the personal and the
organizational. At the first level, personal experience of a group of Thai military officers who joined
the Secret War in Laos was crucial. One of the most important lessons learned from the war
experience was the full realization of the inherent limitations and ineffectiveness of the forward
strategy and the counterinsurgency through suppression by military forces advocated by the US in the
Vietnam War and adopted by the Thai military government at that time as its national security
doctrine. However, the learning at the personal level, though crucial, was just the first step. After the
end of the Secret war in Laos and their return to Thailand to take responsibility for anti-communist
missions, these military officers, led by General Saiyud Kerdphol, pushed for shifting the
counterinsurgency doctrine to the new approach, advocating winning hearts and minds of the people
and enhancing the political legitimacy of the state through political and economic development
measures, expanding the civilian affairs of the military, and offering opportunity for surrendered
insurgents to be “national development partners”. At the organizational level of learning leading to
change in the doctrine, the decisive factor was the change in the military government that ruled the
country for more than 15 years, generating the opportunities for the transition to democracy as well
as the adjustment in the national security doctrine. It was during this period that General Prem
Tinsulanonda, a major advocate and supporter of the new doctrine, became the Commander in Chief
of the Royal Thai Army and Prime Minister. And the paradigm shift toward the new doctrine took

place under his leadership.
Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .........ccccoeeveeiennee

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature .........cccevveievennnn
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