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# # 5880110622 : MAJOR PHILOSOPHY
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/ GARY FRANCIONE / PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL CONSIDERATION
Jirapong Supkhumthong : Arguments for Animal Rights of the Citizenship Theory. Advisor:
PIYARUDEE CHAIYAPORN, Ph.D.

This thesis examines and evaluates arguments of Sue Donaldson and Will Kymlicka's Citizenship-
based theory of animal rights as an alternative to Gary Francione's Abolitionist Theory of animal rights which
advocates non-interference as the best approach to protection of animals. The first chapter discusses how
Francione's Abolitionist Theory revolves around the notion of animals' basic right not to be treated as things
from which he derives the humans' obligation to stop interfering with animals at all costs. Francione argues
that the ultimate justification for his theory comes from the principle of equal consideration which he believes
that his theory gives the best expression. Given that this is the principle endorsed by notable animal rights
advocates such as Peter Singer and others, this surely plays to strength and advantage of his theory over rival
theories in the field. However, it can be asked whether Donaldson and Kymlicka's Citizenship-based theory
fares even better as the expression of this principle given that includes a set of positive rights for animals, in
addition to the basic right not to be treated as things for which Francione argues. The second chapter analyses
and discusses the Citizenship-based theory to answer this question. The theory applies the notion of
citizenship and its constitutive elements to animals which are classified into three types: domesticated
animals, wild animals, and liminal animals and argues for their entitlement to different types of citizenship
and different treatments in line with different particular relationships they have with humans and among
themselves. The final part of chapter two examines and discusses criticisms mounted against the Citizenship-
based theory by critics such as Cochrane, Horta, and Ladwig. The author clear off Ladwig's denial that the
notion of citizenship is applicable to the case of animals, especially wild animals, for their lack of sovereign
power and competency for self-government by showing that Donaldson and Kymlicka do not use strict
analogy between the case of human and animals to argue for their case, hence the theory remain intact. The
third chapter analyses and discusses criticisms of the Citizenship-based theory launched by Southan which
seek to show that it fails to give equal consideration to animals in some cases. In the fouth chapter, the author
evaluates the Citizenship-based theory and finds that Southan's criticism does ring true in the case he cites,
but that overall the Citizenship-based theory can still be said to better express the principle of equal

consideration than does the Abolitionist Theory.
Field of Study: Philosophy Student's Signature .......ccccoeveeveveencee

Academic Year: 2018 Advisor's Signature ..........cccecveeieeeenns
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