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# # 6087181020 : MAJOR HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM)
KEYWORD: welfare activities, engaged Buddhism, Buddhism for social benevolence, roles of monks, trained Sangkha heirs,
aids, support, development, integration
Piraya Sangpunya : ROLES OF SANGHA IN PUBLIC WELFRE IN THE CONTEXT OF SOCIAL ENGAGE BUDDHISM. Advisor:
Assoc. Prof. Dr. PINIT LAPTHANANON

The purposes of this research are as follows: 1) to study the public welfare role of Buddhist monks in the context of
engaged Buddhism, 2) to study the public welfare management of Sangha administrators and network partners under four operational
frames as defined by The Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand; i.e. aids, support, development and integration, and 3) to suggest
guidelines regarding future public welfare engaged Buddhism of the monks under three scopes of the study, namely 1) Content:
studies as scoped at 2) from three revered monks in the former and contemporary times 2) Area: temples, communities, working
groups and network partners - all involved with the monks’ public welfare covering four types in order to differentiate similarities,
differences and factors affecting activities as defined. The temples scoped for the studies were, 3) Population: four temples as specified
in the scope of area. This research was carried out by way of field research, consisting of analysis of documents and other relevant
studies to form explicit knowledge and proper guidelines for engaged Buddhism, relationship models between temples and
communities, roles of Buddhism in society. The methods include: a record form for participatory observation, a form of structured
interviews, contextual data analyses based on theories specified for the study in order to form inductive conclusions The study results
reveal that: 1) The public welfare operational activities in the four defined areas were in line with the frames as outlined by the Sangha
Supreme Council of Thailand; each of which had its own outstanding character: Provost/Phrakru Chanthasilakorn, Huaymu Temple —
aids, Provost/Phrakru Kovitsutasarn, MuangtarosTemple — benevolence, Phrarachadhammanithate (Phayom Kalayano), Suan Kaew
Temple - integration of various activities. 2)The public welfare operational activities of the three monks as mentioned at No.1. went
along with Buddhist functions; i.e. interacting closely with communities; thus, patterns of engaged Buddhism were consistent with
problems and needs of such communities. 3)The public welfare operational activities of the Kilandhamma Buddhist Network carried
out in the same direction of engaged Buddhism, that is aggressive operational activities, applying Dharma into society leading people
to adjust themselves to social changes prior to problems of livelihood. 4) Lack of trained Sangkha heirs for engaged Buddhism, of
explicit knowledge and network development were found in the operational activities of three temples: Huaymu, Muangtaros and
Suan Kaew. This may lead to a risk of sustainability. 5)The operational activities of Kilandhamma Buddhist Network were systematically
carried out with obvious principles; i.e. participants in activities need to be trained and accumulate experiences. Thus, the operations
could be developed to sustainability. To reach sustainability, engaged Buddhism activities need to be clearly understood, development

of trained Sangkha heirs and network. Effective engaged Buddhism needs participants with public mind.

Field of Study: Human and Social Development Student's Signature ...
(Interdisciplinary Program)

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ...
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