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# # 6480104124 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Trans-Pacific Partnership, Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership, TPP, CPTPP, Japan
Pattrapon Chantratepa : JAPAN’S ROLE IN THE TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP
(TPP) AFTER THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE UNITED STATES. Advisor: Asst. Prof.
TEEWIN SUPUTTIKUN, Ph.D.

In March 2013, Japan joined the negotiations for the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) with the goal of achieving economic objectives as part of the
Abenomics policy under the Abe government. Additionally, Japan aimed to use the
TPP as a tool to counterbalance the rising influence of China and to strengthen its
relations with the United States in the Asia-Pacific region. However, in January 2017,
the Trump administration withdrew from the TPP agreement. Subsequently, the Abe
government made efforts to persuade the United States to rejoin the TPP, while
taking a leading role in the negotiations among the remaining 10 member countries.
This eventually led to the signing of the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) in March 2018. In the case of Japan, the
government played a proactive role in leadership following the withdrawal of the
United States. As a result, this led to the study of utilizing the CPTPP as an economic
tool to balance against China's influence, through the exploration of soft balancing
concept and the economic security concept. In order to demonstrate the policy
approach of Japan, this dissertation elucidates and analyzes how Japan utilizes
CPTPP as a tool. It examines the application of high-standard provisions as well as
its function as a platform for the reengagement of the United States, serving as a
space for like-minded nations sharing similar values. Furthermore, the CPTPP is

instriumental in achievine the ohiectives outlined in Janan's national securitv strateev.
Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......cccccevevnenn.

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ..o
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