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# # 6480161924 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: World Heritage Site, UNESCO, Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial
Revolution, Forced Labor, Glorifying the past
Amonrat Mochai : THE PROMOTION OF JAPAN'S WORLD HERITAGE DURING
THE SHINZO ABE GOVERNMENT, 2012 - 2020: GLORIFYING THE PAST AND
FORGETTING THE TRUTH. Advisor: Asst. Prof. TEEWIN SUPUTTIKUN, Ph.D.

Things or sites which designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site are
representing value heritage for humanity. worthy of a visit, representing a modern
“Wonder of the World” that will help instill pride in and support any countries in
preserving the site. However, the “Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution” as
World Heritage is primarily Japan's national project for globalizing a slorious
historical narrative of Meiji Japan. Under Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's conservative
government 2012-2020, has aim to seek 'Recognized' and 'Respected' in the
international arena While in fact Japan's power had a diminishing status, While this
national nostalgia matches the contemporary political discourse of overcoming
domestic and international challenges in twenty-first century Japan, it also
encourages people to forget alternative perspectives related to Korean memories
of forced labor, colonialism, and war. This paper will explore the process of
pushing which Japan's industrial heritage was constructed and promoted as World
Heritage in case the “Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution" or SIMIR by
highlights the role of Japanese heritage experts in trying to present only positive
stories of Japan's rapid industrialization as well as attempting to distort alternative

historical narratives into oblivion.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......ccoecevvieennen

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ..o
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