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Opinion submitted to the Commission cf Five aopointed
under the chairmanship of the Prince of Jainad to enquire
into the working of Chulalonkorn University and recommend
the lines on which'reorganisation should be effected if

guch step be deemed desirable.

The Question of Permanency.

A university should be conceived as a PERMANENT insti-
tution capable of surviving all changes. Generations of
men may pass ; accepted notions may be cast aside in
favour of new ideas ; upheavals may take place in politics
and in religion : the university should outlive them all.
The old Universities of Oxford and Cambridge may be cited
as having lived through changes in the ideas of religion,
the displacemsnt of established moral codes, the rise and
fall of ruling dynasties, and evolution in the form of
government..

The clarity of the writer's meaning might be enhanced
if he be permitted to indulge in uncontrolled imagination,
and, covered by big IFS, speak of changes which may occur
in & neighbouring country within our generation. Some of
the changes here imagined may be far-fetched, but they serve
all the better to illustrate the point.

Thus if India should secede from 3ritain and bscome
independent ; if she should then split up into 50 States ;
if in some of the States bigotry should rule and religious
persecution be the order of the day ; if all this time
there be war and bloodahed accompanied by anarchy and the

usual Indian famine : in short, whatever happens in politios,

oo



e

in religion, and in the -economic condition of the country,
the fifteen sstablished universities of India would survive.
They would emerge after the upheavals weaker, pernans, out
more necessary than esver. For where education has become
established as & necessity in the life of a people, the
apex educational institution = the university - must be a
permanency.

Consequently in working out a scheme of university
organisation, care should be taken to guard against the
founding of a haphazard institution which a change in some
existing set of circumstances may cause to collapse. Any
feature which tends to impart a temporary character to the
university must be regidly excluded, and any existing cone
dition denovting lack of permanence ferreted out and dis-
carded without delay.

It appears to the writer that one of the greatest weak-
nesses in the present position of Chulalonkorn University is
this lack of permgnence. 3trangely enough, it is a teaching
university without a permanent home. It rmay appear at first
sight that the large and numerous buildings at Sapatum,
costing hundreds of thousands of ticals to put up, consti-
tute the permanent home of the University. That in reality
is not the case, for the buildings have been constructed on
land which is now rented from month to month. There is no
contract for the lease, for the document which was signed
in 2455 for a ten-year lease haslong expired. The present
land-lord havpens to be the King, and as H.M. is not likely
to turn the University out of his land, it is in no immediate
danger of becoming a homeless institution. Yet legally the
land-lord could at any time give the University notice to
quit, and require the removal of all its uildings. Therse
is no need to labour the point. OSuffice it to say that a.

university should not build its home on rentea land, cven
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if a lease be granted for 99 years, the meximum period allow-
ed by law. Who the owner of this Sapatum land will be at,
the end of 99 years we cannot guess, nor can we foresee what
changes will have taken place in Siam by then. WNinety-nine
years is a long time to us, but it is only a short period in
a university's life.

It is suggested that the Commission lay the above ques-
tion before the Government at once in the form of an initial
report. The writer is emphatically of opinion that unless
the University acquire, by gift or by purchase, a permerent
site for its home, any scheme of its reorganisation on a

permanent basis will serve no useful purpose.

Pramuan Road,
Bangkok, 4th. July 1931.
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