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Economic hardship, political strife, and demographic factors in China,
along with the social and economic context in Thailand, wereimportant factors
in the migration of the Chinese into Thailand in several waves, from the 17th
century onwards. These Chinese used their.particular expertise and abilities
to play various role in Thailand. They had a.prominent role in the Thai
economy, especially in trade both internal and external. The Chinese wanted
commercal benefits from their.participation in the Thai economy and society,
but the Thai court also derived added revenues to use for other, administrative
.purpose. Chinese became khunnang in many krom, . thus becoming titled cofficials
and members of the ruling elite. Respected and able Chinese were appointed to
oversee the orderly administration of the affairs of the Chinese communities:
in Thailand. Apart from economic security, the Chinese also wanted social
recognition, which could come from marriage with a Thai. Sometimes the Chinese
caused problems, such as the formation of triad societies or the smuggling of
opium, but these.problems were dealt with by the Thai authorities.
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