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# 44080146222 :  THAI |
: ANALYSIS /ECLIPSE/ MYTH/ TAI PEOPLES |
PATHOM HONGSUWAN : ANALYSIS OF THE ECLIPSE MYTHS OF THE TAI
PEOPLES, THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. SIRAPORN: NA THALANG, Ph.D.
248 pp. ISBN 974-332972-2.

The purpose of this thesis is to study the solar and the lunar eclipse myths of
the Tai peoples, namely Tai Phake,‘TalDe.lmﬁg.TalYai, Tai Lue, Tal Khoen, Tai Yuan {(Northemn Thai),
Tai Isan (Northeastern Thai), Lao, Black Tai, White Tai as well as Central Thai and Southern Thai.
Versions of myths, both oral and written, were compiled from available sources and additional versions
were eollecledﬁomlbeﬁeld.ThisMuséfolklmlhemieato analyze the strocture and the content
of these myths and the belisfs and rituals related to the myths.

In analyzing the structure and the content of the Tai eclipse myths, Viadimir Propp’ s
and Clande Levi-Strauss® § stroctural iheories were used. By comparing the structure of the myths, four
myth types can be classified; first, “the -frog eating the moon/ the sun™; second, * the quarrels between
siblings™; third, “ the elder brother visiting the younger brother™; and fourth, Rahu eating the moon/ the
sun.” The first myth type is found to be the oidest kind of stories representing Tai indigenous beliofs. The
second and the third myth types are the versions that have Buddhist influence, whereas the fourth reflects
the Hinduist influence. The analysis of the myths also reflects the transformation of the characters and
their behaviors, such transformation symbolizes the development of the religious beliefs in the Tai
cultures.
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