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KEYWORD : DANCE OF TAI LUE IN NAN PROVINCE
PIYAMAS SORNKAEW : DANCE OF TAI LUE IN NAN PROVINCE
THESIS ADVISOR : VIJJUTA VUDHADITYA , 310 pp. ISBN 974-17-0221-3

The purpose of this study is to investigate the background and the development of the dance of Tai Lue
performed by both males and females. It also analyses dance positions and steps by examining documents,
research, interviews, photos and videos as well as through actual practice with a dance expert.

The results show that there are five dances of Tai Lue. The Free Dance, Moo-sur Dance, Bhama Dance,
Jerng Dance are the original dances while while Tai Lue Dance is a newly choreographed one. The Free Dance is
the origin of the other four dances. Each dance has its own unique positions. For example, the Moo-sur Dance and
Bhama Dance is performed in any merit making festival with dancers in columns holding cooking utensils. The
Jerng Dance presents Tai Lue males’ fighting abilities, and the Tai Lue Dance is performed in a ceremony to pay
homage to the spirit of the King of La.

The Tai Lue Dance shares some typical positions. The performers need to stretch and lower their bodies.
There is a continuous movement, bending the body and legs slightly from side to side along with finger movements
mudras. Moreover, it was found the four dance sets were influenced by different factors which affected their
development. The outstanding features are as follows: the Moo-sur Dance was a step which is 90 cm. wide
between the two legs so performers can bend their body to each side and turn their feet. So they can twist and
move their shoulders forward. This will help the dancers change their dance positions from one side to the other.
The Bhama Dance emphasizes dances bending forward and reclining from side to side at a 45 degree angle while
moving. When performing the Bhama Dance, performers need to make a semi-circle step that corresponds with the
body turn. The Jerng Dance focuses on dancers posing to the side and bending forward. Sometimes the dancers
might even lie on the floor. In addition, the performers have to jump slightly before stomping their feet and sitting
down. The Tui Lue Dance emphasizes a slight jump in a stoop moving corresponding with the rhythm before sitting
and moving hands to form taa-tung-wong (mudras) on their lap. Jeep-song-laang (another dance posture) is the
first movement before changing from standing to sitting or vice versa.

The dance of Tai Lue is an important part in the Tai Lue way of life. Thus, it should be publicized to the

public so that it will be preserved as a cultural treasure.

Department : Performing Arts Student’s signature..............cooooeiiin

Major : Thai_Dance Advisor's signature .............o.cooeii.

Academy year : 2001
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