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Indentification of Chemical Compounds in the

Bark of Betula alnoides

D. Shiengthong, S. Roengsumran and P. Karntiang

ABSTRACT

Ground dried Betula alnoides barks were steeped in
various solvents such as ether, aeatqne, methyl alcohol and
ethyl alcohol for a week at room téyparature and then filtered.
The extraction was repeated twice ui?h fresh solvent. Evapora-
tion of the filtrates to dryness on fﬁg;watar bath left a
reddish-brown residue. This mataridl{#guld not be crystallised
in any organic solwvents. Attempts to purify the material obtained

by column chromatography and making derivatives were wmsucesssful,

The so0lid residue from the ethyl alcohol extract was
disselved in a mixture (of methylo abcohol | andcooncentrated
hydrochloric acid. After boiling the red sclution obtained
was cooled, filtered, and then concentrated to one-fourmth of
its original volume. On addition of water, the red precipltate
separated out. Recrystallization from methyl alcohol and water

gave amorphous solid and decomposed above 300°

The solid isolated was light-sensitive and turned
from red to dark-brown in colour. It gave greenish solution

with ferric chloride. Attempted purification was unsuccessful.
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