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The main objectives of this research were to look into the liberalization of the passenger air
senvices, thus low cost aidines, in Thaland, the political or economic rationale behind it, as it
was redlized during the Thaksin W/ question asked was whether he has
manipulated the liberalization for his own msmemﬁeféts. The study also tried to qualitatively

assess social, ecnnm*nm/ 8

information from pu

impacts of low cost @idines, using secondary data and

primary data from in-dept interviews of high-level
i " stxm‘namely Ajr Asia, One-to-go and Nok Air,
i2: tumﬁ-ﬂ services had taken place long before Thaksin took

JJ \
office. The amval of low I td T nd mus- was as much a product of economic

managers of three airli
The studly foung

the armval of Thai Air Asia to Thai Sﬁ:srnm@t:ult to tell, as there was no hard evidence to
T el =

indicate that he did. ﬂ%‘\fadﬂ'ﬂtmw Mnmmwmndmmm
oy i
ommﬂemmdmjurg rjaaawmanmbwmanr@n@ibem conflict of interest.

The amval of low Eﬂst airfines has several economic benefits as the cosls of travel came
down mgnlﬁcamlm A- spealrtlrn \af social Qroups gan rmtiraml imefficient and cheap ways. The
product of |-beraﬁzaﬂun neverthelsss, Is‘Trn’Fteﬁ by the high capital 1nvestmem requirements, which
fi naﬂymmeeim mpmmliﬂﬂlf armw the few; mﬁ’*slmwges usedare ery dynamic. It is
not easy, and too Pélﬁ‘f to tell wheiher lmg term benefits would actually be redistributed to the
consumers, and that airfines survive through efficiency gains. The political economics implications
denved from this case it to improve govemance to implement laws and regulations that minimize
the risks of conflict of interests. —ﬁ —
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2549 2548 2547 2546 2545
AUIAsaa 82 84 83 81 81
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