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Sexual Behaviour and Attitudes

of Female Sex Workers Towards Sexual Issues of Male Clients

Abstract

This is a qualitative and quantitative study of the lives of 81 women involved
in commercial sex and who attended the Sexually Transmitted Diseases Clinic at Bangrak
Hospital in Bangkok. The objectives of this study were:

- To understand mﬂ@ sexual behaviour from the point of view
of female sex workers;
- To study the factors related fo men buying sex;
- To study the sexual life history of these girls through puberty,
© first sexual intercourse, and marriage, before entering the

occupation of sex worker including sexual behaviour in their work.

The average age of these women is 30.8 years. They had their first sexual
intercourse at the age of 17.7 years. Such first intercourse was either with their boyfriend or
husband (74 %) or with a client (11 %). Twenty percent of the women did not find any
pleasure in the sexual activity. They had been in this type of work for approximately 5 years.
Before engaging in commereial, sex; 85-% of the women reported-having gone through a
broken marriage or an unsuccessful relationship with a boyfriend which ended up in having
children to take care alone.  They had some ‘work but their income was not sufficient. So,
finally, they mm/e into the sex trade.

Most of the women reported mild, moderate or severe soreness, some including
a torn vagina, as a result of sexual activities. One women who was raped was never able to

find satisfaction in her life ever since.



The women reported having charged from very low to moderate fees for their
services. Their clients included daily labourers, employees, businessmen, civil servants and
white collar workers. Sexual services provided covered a variety of activities from regular
vaginal intercourse up to unusual sexual practices according to the wishes of the clients.

Factors that lead men to seek the services of the sex workers were normal
sexual urges, social norms, social values, peer group pressure, psychological stress, sexual
disorders, impotence, marital problems, pressures related to urban living such as traffic and
travel distances.

The women in this study saw men as individuals with strong and high sexual
drives, persons who can be aroused sexually easily and rapidly. Sexual satisfaction was
considered to be different for men and women. Sixteen percent of the women had never
enjoyed sexual satisfaction in their life. About half of the women did not enjoy sexual
mtercourse and had experienced some pain in catering to their clients. Most of the women
had practised fake orgasm for the sake of their clients. Almdst all of the women said that they
were bored with their work and would like fo quit such trade. Still, some of them have kept
working in this type of work up to ten years. Their Ievel of satisfaction in life is low with a
low self-esteem, having to sell their own body for a living, lacking the opportunity to be with
their own children and parents, Their dreams in life would be to have enough money, a home

of their own and a family life filled with happiness.
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