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ABSTRACT

The purpose of /this study aim?d?k testing whether or not
"the over-the-counter circulation statistics'were reliable indicator
of total library use. This study, therefore, attempbgito determine
a relationship by correlating between the subjects of books borrowed
and the subjects of books used within three university libraries,
In order to test this assumption, it was hypothesized that there was
a correlation between the subjects of books borrowed and books used
within the library. Counts were made of books- tcharged out at
over-the-counter circulation and (books (left on, tables, carrels and
other‘9urfaces within the libraries. The statistic§ of out-of-library
and in-librarty use were arrtanged (according’ to/ Library ofiCongress
Classificdtion. The data were collected during August 1981 in three
university libraries, Kasetsart University Central Library,
Silpakorn University Library and Thammasart University Library.
Two variables were correlated using the Spearman's rank-difference
correlation formula and ratios of out-of-library to in-library use

of books were calculated. The results could be summarized as follow.



At Kasetsart University Central Library, the correlation
coefficient of 0.885 for the Thai bocks and of 0.812 for the English
books existed, whereas, the correlation ccefficients of the Thai books
and English books at Silpakorn University Library were 0.904 and
0.902 accordingly. At Thammasart University Library, the correlation
coefficient was 0.932 for the Thai books and §.749 for the English
books. These high positivé correlations meantthat if out-of-library
circulation within a subject of LC CGlassification v’f:as high, then,
in-library use of books within the same subject Q?srelatively high;
on the contrary, if out-ef-library circulation within a subject of
LC Classificatiop\jw;és low, then in-library use of books within the
same subject tended to be low. The msjor result concluded from this
study showedthat ; correlation existed between the subjects of books
taken out and the subjects of books used within the library. Therefore,
over-the-counter circulation countééé considered 2 reliable indicator
of total library use. In addition to this conclusion, the ratios of
in-library and cut-of-iibrary/ use were- calculated to~demonstrate Fhe
relative in and out of. library usage. The ratics were 0.6 : 1 for
both the Thai and English books at Kasetsart University, Central
Library, 1.4 : 1 for the Thai books and 1,3 : 1 for the English books
at Silpakorn University Library, 0.7 : 1 for the Thai books and 1 : 1

for the English books at Thammasart University Library.

On the basis of the high correlation revealed by this study,‘

"over-the-counter circulation statistics" usually collected by the



librarian is reliable, It can be used as the guideline in library
cperations, for instances, iﬁ providing proper budget for building up
and developing library collection, in setting up circulation and
loan, etc. In the areas of heavy use, decisions can be made
regarding to space expansion}and arrangement,lighting and more

reshelving staff.

Since this research.studied only the general book usage in
the first acadenic semester, it is recoumended that further studies
should be undertaken im thefecond semester and extended to include

other types of library materials, such as reserve and pefidiéa1s?
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