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Thesis Title The Rols of Teachers in Diffusing Cleanliness
-Information s A Case Study in Anphoe Xrok rhra,

Hakhon Sawan

Name Miss Nidhi Satawedin
' Thesis Advisor Assistant Professor Parama Satawedin, Ph.D.
Department Publie*Redations
Acadenic Year 1984
ABSTRACT

Nowadays most of éural Théi people stiil face problems of sickness
owlng to insufficiency of aoctors, hospitalé and knowledge in health
~education, Teachers, being well-educated and highly respected local
resources, may probably help to solve sueh problems by diffusing simple
health education such as cleanliness information €6 Dubal inhabitants.
This pfocess wilk cértainly effect the national development pian in,thé

future,

P

The“main) purpose, of rthiis) gtudyisfessentially-tofind out the
role of the_tedchers in hmphoelirok Phra, Nakhen Sawan Province in
diffusing cleanliness informatién to the people. Their attitudes toward
their diffusionirole are examined, Sex,‘age, subjects of teaching, mass
nedia exposure. and ;ttitude are tested to find out whether they are
important variables that significantly effect the teachers' role in

diffusing cleanliness information.



The population of this study was all 220 teachers of both
govermmental and private schools in Amphoc ¥rok rhra, Nakhon Sawan.
Questionnaires were mailed to individual teachers. The research design

was a one-shot descriptive type. Data analysis was done by using

percentage and Chi- square, '

The results of thesstudy were as follows:

1. Almost aldl off the teadhera (99.04 %) had. positive
attitudes toward the teachers! role in diffusing cleanliness information.

2. Mdst of the deachers (80.10 %) diffused cleanliness
information to the logal people.

3. Female teachefé did not diffuse more cleanliness infbrma;
tion than male ones.

4o Older teachers did, not . diffuse more'cleanliness informa-
tion than younger ones.

5, They health educatioh teachers did not-diffuse more
cleanliness informAtion than the teachers of other subjscts.

\‘ 6. Teachers highly exposed to mass media, particulérly via
television and film, diffused more cleanliness information tﬂan those
who were low{exposad.

7. The teachers with-high positive attitudé toward diffusing
role diffused more cleanliness information than those with low, positive

-attitude.

In addition, the study showed that the teachers in Xrok Phra
had both attitude and behavior favourable to the development programs

in various fields such as agriculture, education and health., They took



part in different community deveiopment prozrams. For example, 72.95
percent gave advices to iocal people about healﬁh and sanitary practices
so much that they might assume the role ofihgalth leadership., Moreover,
they helped the people in other dailly developmeat activitiess For their
communicationvbehavior, it wés found that most of the teachers owned
either radio or televigd®n séts, /They were usually éxposed to ﬂoth nass
media and interpersonal cogimunication in their spare time. They often
used radio, televislony neWSpépers and magazines, but ﬁhey rarely.used '
film and boqks° Initerms of interpersonal communication, they got in touch
with their éupils' parents and lo€alspeople most.. Théy also had personal
contacts with rural eﬁucational and - governmental officers, but they seldom
contacted aevelopment of ficers, ;“Theirimajor source of health informati;n

was mas media rather than intercersonal media.

It is proposed heré~that there should be certain campaigns urging
teachers to take more paort in déveiopment projectis ind $he future.
Development agencies'shoald therefore ask them to help in information
diffusion in order-that the development plans-should reach the expected

goal,
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