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Abstract
Melamine ware ig a kKiud of earthemware normally used for food
container, though havifig qualities, sshapes and colours &iffefent from those
of other wares, Presently., Melamine ware is widely used, in particular
by food sellers, and has become omne of the more important export items
with a continual increase:..of export ordet? ~Such market potential has

attracted the writer’s interest to carry out a study into the background, -

i

production methods and marketing system of Melamine, and the factors-which
have stimulated market demand for Melamine both}locally‘and abroad.

The aim of /this thesis is to study the produétion methods, the
marketing system, the.economic an& social factors affecting market growth
for Melamine, as well as the'trend in its demand based upon the users’
attitude and feedbacks from retailers; inorder to identify “and solve the
problems relatimg to production and marketing system which might impede
distribution, and expansion of market and production facilities,

The results 'of thisg study, (show that Melamine ware isimade from
Melamine Formaldehyde Resins, a type of plastics, which has the quaiities
of strang crack-resistance and lightneés, and was first imported into Thailand

from Japan in 1957, The first factory in Thailand to manufacture lMelamine



- vare was opened in 1971, and to date there are'altogether s;Melamine factories
in.Thailand; The manufacturing stages comprise product designing, production
plarning and control the actual production using . automated machinery, and ‘
packaging of finished products ready for d1str1but3.o*1°

The structurec.eof Melamine market is one of oligopoly, and the

product life cycle is in'the stage of growth. lMelamine ware has a 25 %

share of the total earthenware market. Sales in domestic merket are promoted
through agents, retailerg and also by-direct sales. The export market consists
of sales to'restaurants and departnent stores in Europe, U.S.A. Australiz
and Asia, yhere orders hove been inereasing each year,'As far aS'eompetition
is concerned,‘there is a carfel against price competition, and china ware
represents a stroag competitor, Pronotion nethods are through advertisement‘
On.television and in ladies magazines, home-store visits by salesmen, and
discounts ellowed;to retail stotres.

An evaluatien of couments-and opinions given by sellers and buyers,
and an analysxs of the_actuzl level of demand and supply, indicate a rising
trend in local demand, and that the economic and social conditions have a
strong effect on the growth of Melamine market. .

Production problem found | concern mainly7the limited storage life
of raw neterlals, the high maintenance costs of machinery, the scarcity of
skilled " mouldersy and vidrlets who: are allergic to Yaw materials, = Export
problems are mainly the delay in ob;aining tax refund for imported raw

‘materials and the problem of stains and scratches found on Melamine ware

after'prolonged use,
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