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##498 52053 28 : MAJOR DEVELOPMENT COMMUNICATION
KEY WORD : THAI COMIC BOOKS
CHARUNEE SUKCHAI: “THAINESS" DIMENSION IN THAI COMIC BOOKS.
THESIS PRINCIPAL ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF. KANJANA KAEWTHEP, PH.D.208 pp.

This research aims to study on the adjustment Thai comic books from the past until now, the
elements of “Thainess" and factors related to selection and decision process of Thai comic book producer.
This research is a qualitative study based on two sources of data, Thai comic books and editors or authors and
illustrators.

The study has classified the adjustment of Thal comic into three following periods. During the first
period, Thai comic adjusted themselves in the manner that the authors would employ the story from Thai
literature and folklores and mixed with American comic plot. For the second period, Due to the popularization
of Japanese comic among thal readers so, Japanese comic were widely translated but the page arrangement
of the comic was well presarved with Thai style. The third period is the present period where the adjustment
has incurred through the cultural hybrid procéas, Authors and illustrators have also employed the story from
Thai literature, Thai folklores, Thai historic evenls as the content bul presented in Japanese comic form or style.
The line drawing is more globalized bul Thainess is still displayed directly and indirectly to the readers.

The elements presanting Thainess is the origin of the story which is produced from Thai literature,
Thai folklores and history. Besides, the sources of Thal comic at present have been expanded to cover story
from various media such as mavie or daily life of Thai people. The pictures and line drawings is realistic which
is followed the rule of Thai drawing style. "Thainess® has been insinuated through sign and code in the cartoon
characters, background, dressing and items and tools modified to the modern period.,

The analysis on seven types of Thai comic found that adjustment for Thainess preservalion could be
classified into 3 groups as follows. 1) Thai comic which colld préserve mostly Thainess 2) Thai comic which
are a cultural hybrid of Thainess and foreign background, most of Thaj comic are classified under this category
and 3) Thai comic without Thainess.

Regarding the factors involved with the selection and decision processes of Thai comic book
producers, as Thai Comic books markel Is nol'a séribus market and could not be developed into other media
business while the remuneration of the illustrators-is low. Their work is a one-man product. Thus the key
production factor requires a close supenvision monitoring on the reader market by he producers to determine
the type of cartoons, toinclude the current events in the comic content in order to calch up with the present
situation. The character of the carloons is required to be widely known among readers o aliract the readers
and 1o satisfy the need of the target group in order to expand the market of cartoon readers.

A Gl

Department of Public Relations .................... Student’s signature.............ccoenaee
Field of study Development Communication___ Principal Advisor's signature.... u-ﬂ“.f““
Academic year 2007
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