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Abstract

The purposé of this study is to_investigate the relationship
between the application, at svarious 1eve1$ of agricultural technology
and the desired number of c¢hildren aﬁong the agricultural household
heads in rural Thailand, ~ In other words, this Study invesfigate how
the different levels of technology patterns of agriculture related
to the desired number of children of the rural household heads. And,
4such relatenship would change under what‘conditions of demographic
and socioeconomic variables;ru

The data used in this Study were obtained from the Survey
of Periility, Mortalify_and Family(Planning in Thailand conducted
by the Institute of‘Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University in
April-May 1979. < Approximately, 1,554’cases‘of male heads of house-
-hold wereSelected|to be analyzed. iThe findingsncan~bessummarized as
follow : ‘ | | . .

For the household headsjin all age groups who.uséd'a high
1evelrof agricultural technology, their deSifed'numbér of children -

on average wereismaller than those who did not use at all or used



only low level of agricultural technology. thiceably, the number
- of children desired by the hoﬁsehold heads in the younger age groups
(under 45 years of age) were less than that of those who were in the
older age groups (45 yeérs and over). This ﬁas expected to be the
result of the attitudinal change ‘among younger generations towards
having smaller sizevof family. A |

The level of education was found-to be negafively related
to the average number of children desifed by the household héads.
That is, the household heads who had higher level of education and
also used a higher level of technology~desired the smaller size of
family. Howéver, the pattern of the relationship between income
and the desired mumber of children was not significant statiscally.

The crop rotation. was found to be negatively related to the
desiréd number of children. That is, the desired number of children
were found to be the least among household heads who used a high
level of technology coupled with a crop rotation. However, the
rotatidn oficultivated land will be possible only where the irriga-
tion systems or reservior are made available. -In this Study, the
heads of household who lived in the irrigatéd areas had a desired
number of children less than the household heads who lived outside
the areas,.

THe telationship between land holdings and the desired
number of children was also examined. The positive_félationship
was found'between elements, the avilability of electrieity in the
community, which is one of the indiqators of modernization, was

believed to have some effect on the attitude differentials among



heads of household in the different types of commmity. As it

was expected, the negative relationship between these two variables
| was found. - It was found further that the household heads who had
. more spare time (off season) during the year wishéd to have fewer
children than those who had less spapé time, The heads who were
in the age group of 45 and over, and.werc the members of agricul-
tural cooperative group wanted to have fewer children than those
who were not the members. The reverse pattern was found among the
heads of age under 454 _

Finally, it is expected that the findings of this Study
will be useful for policy fermation on this matter. These include.
the expansion of infrastructure, the construction of irrigation'
system, the availability of~e1ectricity in the rural community, the

creation of the agricultural cooperative groups. These kinds of

elements will directly or indirecfly affect the agricultural and
rural development, as well as the quality of life of rural polula-
tion in genéral. And, this in turn would affect the changes in

attitudes of those people towards having smallet size of family.
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