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ABSTRACT

Judicial péwer is jone ,ofl the jthree characteristic of
Sovereign Power, the'highest power in a aemocratic country. Judges
or the judiciary are vested with the power to uphold justice, to
maintain law and order, to prevent and suppress crimes, to maintain
peace and justice din the society, by means of deeiding upon cases
or disputes in conformity with juridical principles. Judicial power,
therefore, has a great impact oﬁ daily life, independence, freedom,

pride, prestige, and property of people in general.

When oppressions or disputes occur in the society and the
parties’ orlpersong concerned caninot solye ok settle, the [problems
by themsélves, there must be an institution or persons in the
society to solve or settle the disputes in order to maintain peace
and stability in the society. The relevant institutions are the
courts of justice, and the persons who take the roles in the courts.
In this respect the courts are considered to be the last resort for

the people. Consequently, the power and duty assigned to the judges
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{i
are of great importance. The persons selected to do the job must

be thoroughly scrutinized to make sure that they are honest and
just, with juridical capability to live up to the significant
duty assigned to them by the people. These gualities are very
important because they are gualities which the people look for

in judges. If the judges' image is stained, for instance, due to
the unfair decision-making or bribery, people will not respect ox
trust them any more. Zf that should be the ease, confusion and
tension will be created in /the society, and the society will
eventually collapse pecatise¢ the people will have no one to turn
to and they will seekiways to settle the conflicts and disputes

on their own.

In Thailand at the.présent time, there are many cases
appealed to the High Court for reconsideration. This delays the
judicial process and cauées much trouble to pexsons concerned.
As the law provides the chance to appeal, one rxeason for appeal
is that the judges' décision themselwes may pot be satisfactory
to the parties and thé parties may be suspicious of the judges'

knowledge and administration of justice.

Therefore, criteria for the selection of judges with a
view to selecting persons with appropriate qualifications are
very important. How to ensure that these people will remain
proficient after‘the selection is also very important. At present,
it is universally accepted that judges' training and orientation
are methods for en;uring the high quality of the judges. There are,

infact, many ways as to how to select the judges depending on the
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government, political and social systems, way of life, and history
of the country. Whether or not the judges' training and orientation
in a country will be necessary and how to arrange such training
depend on the methods of the judges' selection in the country in

guestion.

In Thailand, judges' selection is similar to that of France
and Japan. The method used.is that judges are appointed according
to their performancessin eXaminations. The head of state is vested
with the power to appoint these judges. In the U.S.A., the judges
are elected in some stateés. In €he Federal Republic of Germany
there is a committee o search for the appropriéte persons..In the
U.K., the positions are available for those with much experience.
Besides, in the U.S.A., France, Germany and Japan, the chance to
participate in the selection-is open to those with careers relating
to legal activitiest.In some. countries, the selection and orientation

process are adjusted to their own conditions.

Regarding theforientation, most of the countries occasionally
arrange the orientation for judges| at every level so that the judges
will be equipped with update knowledge, Atsthe same time, they can
learn about new laws; and “thesocial,' economic '‘and political situation
of the country. This enables the judges to enforce the updated law

and remain without bias.
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