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ABSTRACT

This explor@tory research ;ntitled, "Youth Centers :.A Study
of Social Group Work Practice;' is .a study of Bangkok's 24 youth
centers; 21 of Bangkok Municipalify and 3 of the Department of Public
Welfare. The aims of the study are to examine these centers in terms
of ways and means. ef-their-utiiization of social group work principlés

and methods, and their problems in using or not using those.

The data for this analysis®re obtained from questionnaires
administered to“24.directors-and 81 offiecers' of the centers, toﬁaling
of 105 persons._ The study reveéls that-officers trained in social
work tend to make more use of the principles and methods of social
group werk than the non-trained officers. When use, the non-trained
tend to use them incorrectly and thus avoid using them. The data
also indicate that the centers, by their very nature and 01rcumstances,

do not facilitate the application of such pPrinciples. Some apparent



4

barriers faced by the centers iﬁ endeavoring to utilize social group
work knowledge are, in respective priority : inadequacies of trained
personnel,'budget and facilities, youth clienteles who do not
understand the centers and thus uncooperative; the red tape in
bureaucracy; and the problems of cooperating with other similar

agencies.

Findings of the study enables us to hypothesize for future

study as follow :
| 1. The sucgess off youth centers has a positive correlation

with number of trained personnel, amount of budge£ and the adequacy
of facilitiese

2. The success of youth centers positively correlates with
the numbser of professional social workers. |

3. The suecess.of youth centers depends upon the youth
clienteles! understandings of the center and their willingness to

join the centers
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