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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this/thesis is to study the linguistic
changes that have taken place during the Ratanakosin period:
this period comprises two parts, namely, th; early period, from
the reign of King Rama I tolthe reign of King Rama VI, and the
modern period, from the reign of King Rama VII to the present.
The study reveals thiee main aspects of linguistic change,
First, the change in the meaning of words., Some words which
appear both in tﬁe earky Qeriod and in the modern period are
identical in form but different in meaning; and seme words have
the same meaning but are diff;rent in fopm. Some words used in
the early peried are either no longer used in lordinary modern
language, or are used merely in some provincial dialects. When
such words are in use in provincial dialects, their meaning
usually either remains the same as in the early period, or differs

only slightly. Furthermore, some prepositions and some classifiers

which appear both in the early period and in the modern period



have changed their usage, Second, the change in idioms. It has
been found that some idioms from the early period are still in

use in the modern period but are different either in their
constituent parts or in their meaning; others have become obsolete,

Thirdly, the change in word order. his change marks clearly the

linguistic difference batw:igﬂx

Finally, it is suggeéested the f b ch should be made

into the history of Wf/ iams founc this thesis.

nd modern periods,
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