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Thesis Title Foreign Trade Administration of the Ministry

of Conmerce

Name Lieutenant Vithun Tulyanond Department Commerece

Academic Year 1974

ABSTRACT

At the beginning Of this thesis on Foreign Trade Administration
of the Ministry of Cémméree, therc is a study of the history of
Thailand's foreign tfadé which ig divided into three periods:

Sukhothai, Sri Ayudﬁaya, énd Thonburi-cerly Ratanakosin periods.

Tt concludes that foreign trade inm the Sukhothal period (A.D,1219-
1378) was mainly trade with ncighbouring countries like China,Malaya
Burma, and Loas, its chief characteristic beifig the so-called

"free trade system', Duiing the Sri Ayudhaya pericd (A,D.1350 -
1767), European countries commenced to have trade relationships

" yith Thailand endgimport duties,were, resinposed after thoir aboli-
tion by King)Ram Khamhaeng in the eafly Sukhothai period, In the
Thonburissarly  Ratanakesin) period (4:De1767 = 1920)," foreign trade
duringthe first five decades suffered a serious decline because of
wars both in Furope and the Golden Peninsulaj trade was then con-
ducted mainly with China, and from A,D. 1817 expansion resumed.
Some important_featufes'of the Thonburi-early Ratanakosin period
consisted in the imposition of import-export duties and also

import-export control.



At present, the organization which ig directly responsible
for thailand's foreign trade administration is the Ministry of
Commerce; Established by King Rama VI on August 20, A.D. 1820, the R
Ministry comprises four following sub-divisions to undertake foreign

trade administration:

1, The Department of Foreign Tradc which acts as a routine
operator on foreign twade adninistration;

2+ The Departmen£ of Business Economies which provides tech- |
nical expertise om'foreign trade administration;

3. Tﬁe Depastment jof Commercial Relations which serves as
promoter and advertiser of Thai products in fbreign countries; and

4. The Offices of Commercial Attacheé which act as the
Ministry of Cormerce's representatives in foreign countries and also

~ as intermediaries between Thai and foreign traders.

The present foreign trade administration of the Ministry of

Cormerce has the following main aspects:

1. Research and study

2. Trade gap solving.

3. Export promotion

4. Export control

5. Import control

6. Sea cargo transportation

7. Promoting commercial relations with foreign countries,and

8, Advertising Thai products in foreign countries.



The author sets out to test the hypothesis that foreign trade
administration of the Ministry of Conmerce is a positive factor in
the promotion of the country's foreign trade. Resocarch has been
carried out by means.of documentéry and library research as well as
by the interviewing of well—infé;med persons., Information obtained
from the research has beon analyzed and a critical'look has becn
taken at the favourable and ﬁnfavourable aspects of thé ministry's

foreign trade adminigbtration,

The study indightgs that most aspccts of £he ministry's
foreign trade admimistration do not obstruct Thailand's foreign
trade; on the contrary they play an important part in the expansion
and efficiency of the country's foreign égade.. Only two aspects,
the- export and import controis can appareni%y? be considered as
obétacles, but such controls are.in fact highly beneficial ﬁo
Thailand's economy, welfare, and stabiiltys Howevér, the ministry's
foreign trade administration still has not achieved its objective
of solving the balance, of trade probleﬁ; Since Thailand is faced
with a recurring trade deficit, the Ministry of Commerce must take
further steps in order to bring Thailand's balance of trade into

equilibrium asisoon a8 pogsibles
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