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‘To His Bxcellency,
Sir Frank Ashelstane Swettenham
%, C. .G,
Governor of the Strait Setilements.

-

Your Excellency,

I beg most pefpecifully to address you on the Subject

' Oflthg harassiné.réstrictions and interferende in'the‘Govern—
ment by me, as Rajah and Fuler of the State of Legeh forced
upon me step by's%ep, by His iajesty King of Siam involving
the oppreésion and disturbance of the quietude of my people

inhabiting Legeh and leading to &he degtruction of my country.

The object of my addreséing you is through your
Excellency to pray His Majesty the King of England.ﬁo.inter—
fere between me as Héjah and Ruler of the stalte of Legeh and
His Hajesty the king of Siam to the state of Legeh is tribute
paying by agreement the,"Flpwers of Gola™ and;the "Flowers of =

Silver" as a Goken of every. three yecars.

Aboutd 100 \years there.was a war befweenjshe Xingdom
.of Siam and the State of Patani, of which %he‘staﬁe of Legéh
was part at thai ﬁime.-,Paﬁani was then invaded by the Siamese
and peace Was décléred between %hé two countries, the coadition

of such being that the before mentiioned iribute, of "Flowers of
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Gold" should be sent every three years by Patani to Siam and

that Patani should thereforth not be oppressed by Siam.

Then again about 80 yeavrs ago there vas a second war
between Siam and Patani in which Patani was again unsucessiul.
' 0f that second war hc Yesult was whe subdivision of the Stat
of Patani into sevenr smaller staies, namely.

1. Patani,

2. Legeh,

3. Eering,

%,  Sai,
5. Rainan,
6, Jalar,

7+  Hongechik,.

, Over %he Six first names of such divided Statés were

- placed gix Rajahs as absolute Rulers, éubject to ‘the condition
of the sending eﬁery thivee years'by each’' of sﬁch states of the
tribute of:“Fléwers of Gold" and "Flowers of Silver™ %o Siam
and that the siedes sh&ulﬁ bé fFee irom oppressien by Siam.

The seventh of the subdivided states, namely Nongchik was

" placed under Siamese Rajah or Ruler.

The above last wmen{ioned condition of matters continued
with regard to the state of Legeh for aboui 75 years following

the 2nd war above mentioned. The State of Legeh continued to
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be ruled by %he Rajah piaced over the state of\segéh'on the
peace baing wade afier the 20d war and the .Rajah continued

: B : - A
$0 send the tribute of "Flowers of Gold" and the '"Flowers of

Silﬁer" to Siam every three years.

About 5 years ago His Majesty.the Xinh of S1am sent me,

L]
a

as Rajah and Ruler of the siate of Legeh a Laiwong (uommls-

gioner) bringing a letier . 1nform1ng me ﬁhau the Kalwong was

sent to advise me in the Government of my Staue,'wheneVer

asked by me for guch advice,

The Xolwong (Comtissioner) sent as before meutione&

]
(3

$o advise the Rajah ©f Legah, remalned resldlng for aoout ayf

year in Legeh doing noﬁh1ng.

The Raiah and Ruier of state of legeh dié@lasd:%he
dec&ised had neithe? a sén'nof'a daughter %o %uc;ééﬁkjhé post.
I bis nephew, éccording to the usual'cuétoﬁ, was;'béfore his
body interred; proélaimed'to be his successof,és“ﬁé&gh, The
chiefs of the state wrote 4o H.ﬁ. fhe King of Siaﬁ ré@uesting
‘nls Maaesmy the £1ng of Slam %o appoini me %o be hxs successur
as Rajah land thds ‘was granted by His Magesty the King of Slam.
About 7 months after I wen$ to Siam and had an 1n§erV1ew w;tn
His Majesty ﬁne Kzng of Siam, Gurlng wqéch time nls maaesty

sald, e recognlze Tengku Ngah Shamshood1n as Rasar and Ruler

of Legeh, with the %itle of "Phya Phya Pahdi .Sison--N‘ak ‘Yangsa™y,

Y



380

who has the rigat to govern the State of Legeh as the predecessor
‘had governed, and to stop anything against right and justice
and who must be tfue with Siamese Governument in every respect”

\and then handed me a baper obtaing as 'i‘she'ab()\le mentioned words,,

O0n the 29%h Xumpapan 115 (29th February 18596) the
Siqese Governmenit sent me & letter, stating that His Majesty
the Kihg of Siém thoéght that 1f all~the 7 sﬁateg.had one spirid
ahd oﬁium farnm instead” of seperate farms ﬁhe revenue would be
larger and that thg‘étatés ﬂnﬁld be larger and that the'states
would ge béttered. The revenue would be divided among the seven

Rajahs in proportion.

" About a year after the Kalwong mentioned before, resided
%o advise me, he was able to arrange and govern according to his
own wish, and began %o keep all $axes or, tax of all kinds. I3
is § years since.
The Revenue collected by him, %he Zalwong, was not

- given %o me, nor even_ the number of the anmount.

A}

The |join% Revénue of spirid and. opium in the seven
‘states, for the first ¢hree'years confracted, wag'$ 30,200
per year, 'I made repeated requestis for She-revenue-but in vain,

and was replied "Waii®.

1

The opium and spirit revenue of the said seven states,
was at the end of the said term of %hree years reiet for Ghe
sum of $ 210,000 per year, but the siate of Legen obtains

. s ' e .
‘noihing whateyer of its share.



381

The men, inhabiding in Legeh are mostly ifohamsdans and
uwhen the Siaﬁ;se fesvival takes §1ace, al: tbe Chiefs are
forcely invited by the Said Kaiwbng to kneel down & bow o
the poritrait of His Majesty $he King of Siam and the idols
opposite to it. To worship idols is, i% is known abroad,
strictly Prohibited in lohamagés Roligion. This causes a
fooling of disgust and Eettn ton e ﬁhe'whole-inhabitgnts
in Legeh. =, | &

The Kalvwong {Cosnigsioner) has fasen by force the
grouhds as places fof liviag ploughing and planting paddy and
pfoper%y of the inhabitants,.besidés-puliing and possessing.

the wives of tshe Hen of rank and chiefs.

The said Kalwong empioys She inhabitants by force
withou’ paying them and my granis. «if they do not do as ordered

by him, he hitg and puts them in imprisoiien &.

The Xalwong arrests the men being accused as having
done crimes, chaines them and puis them in imprisonient, without

exgminaﬁidn and Finding ‘the facs.

-

The Xalwong shoots iny oxen and buffaloesy fowls and

ducks, alse of)the inhabitiangs, according Lo his worlk,
From the above explaination of my troubles and the
troubles of my country which I wish great respect, lay before

- Your Bxceliency in the hope that you will lay the same before
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His Majesty the-King of Great Britain ané Ireland., I trus$
that the troubies and grievances, which aré being imposed on
my people, will be seeﬁ by Your Exceilencﬁ %0 be so harassing
‘and undurable that the peace and woll beipg'of_the stase are
endanggred, and $hat it will be seen that ;uch acﬁionron,the
part of the Government of. Siam is contrary %o the tegms on
which Legeh agreed ﬁp become é stote conkributary to Siam and
contrary to the Yermg of the document delivered to me by the
King of Siam when formally rgéognising my nomiation as Rajah
of Legeh by my people and also that it will be scen ‘that my
application for fue dnjervention and good oifices of Great
Britain has good groundg on which i% is founded and on which
such appliéatiﬁn can be made to G¥eat Bridain. Such action
.on the part of Siam‘toﬁards the Ma{ay States, in thisvpart of
Malay Peninsula Would be likely %o arouse mich disturbance in

the North of‘the'Mély-?eninsula.

. I an, Sir

i 4 ! .
Your most respectifully

Tenghku Ngah | Shamsooden
Rajah of Legeh.
(Fronm C’G.’273/232, Sir Frank Seet$enbam — Chamberlgin, 18

January 1902)
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