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ABSTRACT

The United Nations, a well=known global organization, plays various
roles in maintaining international peace and security. The important
and classical one, startiog from the yery beginning of the organization,
is its strong effort for the reduction and control of armaments. To
achieve this aim, a.number of organs and sub-units have been created by
the United Natibns° A large number of UN déclarations on disarmament
have been adopted, while many treaties and conventions have been concluded,
both by the initiative’of.interested states and by the UN itself.

Such measutes.cover not.only DN's actioﬁs, but also its support
of all initiatives in disarmament and armsscontrol, which are in accord
with the UN Charter, of stitesi(ehe US, the USSR, the)third world), or
regional organizations (the organization of African Unity-0AU), or

non-governmental organizations (Foundations or research institutions,

etc) -



Although the achievement of the UN is shown in many tangible
cases such as declarations and treaties, the UN still faces many
obstacles, especially those created by the Superpowers who believe
that the UN's role in some cases would put them into disadvantageous
position,

The lack of cooperation on the part of the Superpowers, which
is essential in most cases, has so fatu hampered the UN's role because,
in law as well as in praectice, it dis necessary to have their approﬁal
(for their being permaneat members in the Security Council and the
fact that most of armsgproduction are monopolized by the Superpowers).
Thus, the Superpowers'scogperation is the most important pre—~requisite
for the UN in carrying out its rolé.

At present, though the UN's roles are weakened and fail in
many cases, it nevertheless tifies to enhance all iﬁs effort to solve
the problems in hoping that omeday the world will be saﬁed from arms

race and armed conflicts,
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