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ABSTRACT

The purposessof this research are to study the needs for
.library services of medical students of Chiang Héi University, to
find out théir pfoblems in using library services together with their
‘opinions and recommendationg concerning the services offered by the
Faculty of Medicine Library.  The findings will be used as the

guideline for improviag-library -servicess

The data were analized from 133 completed questionaires, or
32.10 percent of the total distributed number of 162, .sent to -randouly
chosen medical |students of 'the 1981¢- 1982 academic year. The results

can be summarized as follow :

On,the average, the needs of the first year medical stgdents
for library services and foéahesources were lower than those of‘the
second to the sixth year medical students. The primary needs of the
first year medical students were for : library orientation, circulations
and audio-visual materials, while the second to-sixth year medical

students indicated their specific needs for : circulation, audio-visual



materials, indexing of Thai medical journal articles and guides for
using Index Medicus and abstract‘journals{ Library materials and
searching tools mostly needed by medical students were Lnglish and

Thai medical books and card catalogs.

Problemé faced by both groups of medical students in using
library se£vices and resources were' i inadequate number of knglish
and Thai medical'books and Thai Medieal journals, small number of
audio-visual materials and -2 lack of knowledge in how to use Index
Medicus. 1In addition)the second to the sixth year medical students

also moderately faced the /problem of not having satisfactory reference

services.

For their perspeéctives toward library services, resources,
library building, staff and, }ibrary regulations, the respondents

appeared to be moderately satisfied.

The results tof this research can serve librarians as the
guideline for iumproving library services, and fulfiling the needs
of the medical students (for instance, add up audio-visual collection,
English and Thail melical’bosks ldnd “Thail Meddieal joﬁrn;ls), improving
library orientation, proviéing more regular issueing of new book and
Journal Lists, ‘and jprepariug of fualivals for the Usé. lof some cémplicated

library materials.



Additional recommendations are : the Facuity of lMedicine
Library, Chiang Mai University, should expand its role as the
Northern medical informatién center toAprovide information services
for the outsiders and health sciences practitioners in that region.
Besides, it is recomuwended that librarians in charge should acquire
more modern search techniques for petrieving information on current

technology and new developments in health sciences field.

‘Recommendations.to all medical school librarieé'are to
improve cooperation among  then, They should ask for support from
the Thai HMedical Associatioen’ and request it to join in the task of
training medical librariens. In addition, schools of medieine and
the Thai Medical Assogilation should produce more Thai medical books

and journals.
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