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43 801734 : MAJOR LINGUISTICS

KEY WORD : KINSHIP / THAI MUSLIMS/COMPONENTIAL ANALYSIS/ETHNOSEMANTICS
WARAPHORN TIRA : KINSHIP TERMS USED BY THAI MUSLIMS OF DIFFERENT ETHNIC
ORIGINS IN BANGKOK . THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF . AMARA PRAS!THRATHS%NT ;
Ph.D. 141 pp. ISBN 974-17-9888-1

The purpose of this study is to carry out a componential analysis of the basic and non-basic
kinship terms used by Thai muslims of different ethnic origins and fo point out significant
characteristics of Thai muslims * culture as reflected in the systems of the kinship terms.

The data used in this study was elicited from informants of three ethnic origins in Bangkok :
the Malay, the Cham-Khmer, and the Persian Thai muslims. The resulis of the siudy show that the
basic kinship terms of all the three ethnic groups make use of different dimensions of contrast . The

basic kinship terms of the Malay Thai muslims have five dimensions of conirast : generation, lineality,

age, sex, and resipect. The basic kinship terms of the Cham-Khmer Thai muslims have six
dimensions of contrast, five of which are the same as the Malay Thai musiim group with the dimension
of parental link added. The basic kinship terms of the Persian Thai muslims have five dimensions of
contrast, which are exaclly the same as the Thai basic kinship terms : generation, lineality, age, sex,
and parental link. As for non-basic kinship terms |, all the three ethnic groups make use of the same
eight dimensions of contrast as in the Thai non-basic kinship terms : generation, lineality, age, sex,

parental link, sex of the speaker, suphemism, and pew marrage.

With regard to the refiection of culture in the kinship terms,the analysis shows that seniority
and patriarchy are significant cultural characteristics. This agrees with the observations reported in
sociological and anthropological research on Thai muslims. However,concemning patriarchy it is found
that this cultural trait seems to be in the process of becoming less significant. Also,several other
cultural characteristics of all the three ethnic groups have changed to become more Thai with
different degres. It is concluded that amang the three groups,the most conservative is the Malay Thai
muslim group. The second most is the Cham-Khmer Thai muslim group. The least conservative is the

Persian Thai muslims.
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