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ABSTRACT

Thai ﬂandicraft éfoducﬁs play a significant role in

the social and economicvdevelopment of the country, 1In the
economic aspect, they were one of 1981's main export produets,
totalling qbout 6 billion (6,000,0005000) baht in export valuej
while in the gocial aspect, production and sales of handicraft
products help reduce unemployment and improve the standards of
living. -Tho goveridment therefore put forth a handlcraft DYOm
motlonal poli€y Gd (the NaLHOnA1 1Feohdh it and” Social Development
Pign, beginning in 1967,

. This reseatrch ains 2t lstudying ‘the develoPmbnt of
bamboo and rettqn wickerwork and at examining both the status
ndtrend in its production énd sales promotidn, including the
goevernment sector}s prémotional activities, namely. these
activiti;s on the manufacturing techniques, on financing and
investment privileges, on marketing and exporting. The author

rcceived information from the Department of Industrial Promotion,



the Department of Commercial Relations, the Department of
Gommunity Development, the Department of Foreign Trade, an&
tﬁe Department of Customs, and iﬁterviewed administraéors in
these agencies, collected informationffrom related documents,
and used questionnaires to obtain specific answers from
wickerwork en?rcpreneurs.

It was found that wickerwork have been a pr1nc1pal
and indispensable art andftoeol type of handicraft to Thai rurai
people for hundreds 6f Yedréd | Bach regiom's type of wickerwork
poésesses a unigue angd chapacteristic idéntity. depénding on |
geographical‘féctors,.purposes ofAus;ge, rav maferial use, and
on the traditional folklorece.

Pro@uétion of wickerwork consists in uniqﬁe procedures
end principles which can be énalyzed in terms of art. These
precedures and prineiples are penerally transmitted from genera-
tion to generation in the form of verbal instpuctions and self-

nractice, which cxplains the slow development of wickerwork as
Y 1 b p .

a whole.

e
Although certain gOVernment agen01es, in their effort

to promote handlcrafts, have) provided tralnlng in wigkerwork
techniques to rural people, these were only a small portlon of
the population. BESIdes, some techniques tqught are ptlll

incorrect. These reasons partially ekplaln the unsatisfactory

-

progress of the trade.



Tﬂe survey revealed that.prodﬁation of various types
of wickerwork is done in Various.pafts of the country, particu-
larly where raw materials -are abundant; here the quantity
wanufactured is normally large, inclﬁding products for house- i
hoid and commercial uses (both as wajor and minor occupations).
It is interesting ﬁornote that the income from‘selling wickers -
work products has been rather lowe.

Traditional forms and patterns.stiil prevail nowadgays
in wickerwork, while in somne reg;ons the forms.and patterns have
been modified and innovatéd to suitimarket demand affected by
" foreign economic and cultural influences.

Government agencies? efforts to prométe handicraft -
prodﬁcts are still less than éatisfactory, i.e. propagation of
prométionalléctivities has not been extansive enough owiné to
budgetary problemsjlack of qualified personnel and lack of
appropriate marketing‘information, etco |

To enableppovennnental, agencies toattain their

~t

coals in promoting handicraft products, the governmedt ought to
give the Andustry [sone éerious-considération aﬁd alXlocate a
more substantial budgetaryAporéion for promotional purposes.
The government- should also provide adequate training for the
promotional officia}s, survey, study aﬁd analyze marketing
information on handicraft proaucts, and regularly feed it to )

the producers and.sellers, as well as publicize its promotional
‘activities so that all participating entrepreneurs can benefit

to the extent desired.
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