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THESIS TITLE PROBLEMS OF TSACHING SOCIAL STUDIES IN
LOWER COMPREHENSIVE SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

NAME MISS WACHARA KLAINATORN
DEPARTMENT SECONDARY EDUCATION

ACADEMIC YEAR 1970

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study problems of
teaching and learning Social Studies in lower Comprehensive
Secondary Schools) in which the educational objectives are
different from those of other Secondary Schools. The Social
Studies curriculum, used in Comprehensive Schoéls, was the
new plan for Thai Secondary Education. This research attemp-
ted to present information in order to improve the curriculum,
Social Studies textbooks, the background of teaching and
learning Social Studies, and also to reach the goal of the
Program for Improvement of Secondary Education in Comprehensive
Schools Project. The subjects were 60 teachers and 260 students
in Mathayom-Suksa 1 —~ 3. They were from 9 schools in the Pro-
gram for Improvement of Secondary Education in Comprehensive
Schools Project. Those were the schools in the first year and
the second ysar project (1967 - 1968). The collected data was
analysised in percentages, average percentages and tested the
hypothesis of the objectives of Social Studies. The result
was that: ‘mest of the teachers were not clear about the educa-
tional planning for the Comprehensive Schools in terms of their
curriculum. In addition, they did not exactly understand text—
books and the methods of evaluation. The main problems were
the unsuitable contents of every Social Studies subject, espec~
ially, the contents of Civic courses; and the shortage of So-
cial Studies textbooks and audio-visual aids. As for teachers?
opinions, they desired to teach Social Studies courses accord-
ing to their aptitudes and their abilities instead of teaching

2ll of those that they had ever covered. However the teachers



could teach and evaluate every topic in Social Studies curri-
culum. Above all, they succeeded in reaching the educational
objectives of Comprehensive Schools, the objectives of Social
Studies and the objective of each Social Studies subject,

The only thing that they could not manage was the objective of
developing the studentstcritical faculties., As for students’
"opinions, Social Studies helped them to succeed in understand-
ing and promoting human relationships in society. This was
the main purpose of teaching Social Studies,. ‘

As for the suggestions: Program for Improvement of
Secondary Education in Comprehensive Schools Project ought to
improve the qualities and the quantities of Social Studies text-
books and provide more audio-~visual aids fbf Social Studies.
The objectives of Social Studies should be clearer and more
constant. The contents should be suitable to students'needs
and maturity. The Ministry of Education ought to co-operate
with the Colleges of Education in providing the qualified So-
cial Studies teachers suitable for Comprehensive Schools.

The supervisors of the Secondary Education Department ought to
help Social Studies teachers by holding more conferences to
-help teachers'professional abilities. Besides, they should
demonstrate to the teachers the value of curriculum planning,
the different methods of teaching Social Studies and the aiwms
of the policy of Program for Improvemeht of Secondary Educa=

tion in Comprehensive Schools Projecte
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