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The Thai popular rock music is a style of popular
culture which provides essence and entertainment through
mass media to audience in Thai society. Rock music has a
great deal of influences on the thinking,attitudes,and values
of young audiences nowadays.

The purpose of this research is to study the
history,the style and the content of rock music,in order to
understand the ideology in the songs. The assumptions of the
research is that rock is aimed to present the creative music
style,different from other kinds of popular music and to
express the opposition ideology. The study is a content
analysis of Thai rock music produced between 1983 - 1995,
The samples are consisted of 50 cassettes on 4 types of rock
music. They are 1) Progressive Rock 2) Heavy Metal Rock
3) Country Rock 4) Pop Rock.

The study shows that Thai popular rock music is
influenced by American and English rock music which has
spread through Thai society during 1960’s,a period when
American bases were established in Thailand. Rock music was
adapted into Thai popular music,with strong and aggressive
melody and words,which could stimulate the audience’s emotion
more effectively than other styles. The content of Rock music
concerns not only love affairs but also social events. The
ideology in the music is oppositional,by means of strong and
aggressive style.The ideology in the words includes the
thinking and values of the society, not resisting the dominant
ideology,but presenting the alternative ideology.
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