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Cluster simplification, whigh is cons d to be non-standard. is found in several
languages including Thai, as sh in Beebe (19749 that simplification of the clusters with
I/, /\/, and /w/ in Bangkok : ing tG.s8cial factors.  Also, simplification of the
cluster with /w/ has been ed-in Centvdll Thais esgs/kwaat’/ ‘to sweep’ and /khwaam'/
‘matter,’ are pronounced as.jfast] aam '}, Which_are stigmatized variants. It was
interesting te find out wheth : 1 WO the same as in Bangkok Thai

Therefore, the purposc.of this § 15 to analyze the variation of (kw) and (khw) in
the Thai dialect spoken i ponan Pheack, Amphoe Ban Phrack, Ayutthaya and their
relatienship with the speiker’s'gendér fag gational background, and style.

The data were takg

ve speakers of Ayutthaya Thai.
age groups: 10-20, 30-40 and
evel (holding a bachelor’s), middle
ing style, three styles were selected
dlist reading, representing informal,

They were divided into W
ever 60 years old, and thy
level (high scheel) and low
for this study" interviewing
fairly formal and very formal s , DESpe

The results of the amalysis show e clus
(standard), [k}, [f]. and [khw], and that the w) has three variants: [khw] (standard),
[kw], and [f]. It was found that thic standare 5 [kw] and [khw] (standard) were used
mest frequently. Whensocial variables wefe wags found that in general each of
them was related to thé-use of the standard pnificandly at 0.01 level. An interesting
finding in this study. -- alized variants than male
speakers. This is contraryfo the k pothe

When controlling lor other vaniables, the results shcﬂl that (kw) is not related to any

social facter, except education which affected women’s pmnuncmmn i.e., educated women
used the sta ; ' :

tlyv.than uneduca en. The difference was
significant at 0.0/ level. m}h res 2 ial factors are related to
the use of the varian [khw] significantly at 0.01. However, ng: and education did
net influence the male group.

A e e ki)  sbably du ot
be con ﬁ ﬂﬂ m@ E:Ihﬂhlr due to the
influencélof Standard Thai. In the future the non-standard variants, which mark the identity
of Ayutthaya Thai. may be lost.

(kw) has four variants: [kw]

—r
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