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Objective - To study patients’knowledge regarding anesthesia for quality improvement

concerning patient information in hospital accreditaiton program

Setting «  Department of Anesthesiology,Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University

Design : . Prospective, descriptive study.

Patients =~ Four hundred and eighty two patients undergoing elective surgery under
anesthesia.

Method - Patients were questioned pre-operatively fo assess their knowledge with

regard to anesthesiologists, preanesthetic period, intraoperative period,
postoperative period and aenesthetic complications by 2 trained personnels
using 23 close-ended structured questionaires and 1 open-ended questionaires
asking the 3 most concerned problems regarding anesthesia.

Results : There were only 3 outof 23 items (13.1%) with “known” response more than
50 percentages "of respondants. Factors significantly influence knowledge
were patient's educat/onal level, type of attending physicians, type of beds,
having friends or relative who were anesthesia personnels, living in Bangkok,
and female gender (p < 0.05) respectively. Patients’ anxiety regarding
anesthesia included experiencing pain during anesthesia, postoperative pain,

the possibility of not waking up postoperatively and postlumbar block backache.
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Conclusions :: The Jevel of knowledge of patients scheduled for elective surgery was: quite
low.: Efforts to ‘.educate the patients on perioperative anesthesia care and
anesthesiologist’s role should be emphasized during hospital accreditation

program.

Key words  : Knowledge, Anesthesia, Hospital Accreditation, Patient information.
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