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Department

Academic Year

The purpose | the economic history

of Ayutthaya, in parti forest product trade

# .;_ | -
during the Ayutthaya periody Consideration is given to

the status of "fore; " as/ ant Ttant e xport item which
.a.

Forest produ¢t trade had begun since me early of Ayutthaya
and as a trad mﬂrﬁmﬁj ﬁeiormation and
growth of Ayutg g & which”in ' om various

VP T P ne) ()5)

principally imfolved ties - with Chinese market through the estéblish—

helped increas ing -'

ment ralations. In addition, Ayutthaya expanded its trade network
to include ports on the Indian Ocean via Mallacca and ports on the

‘coast of the Bay of Bengal such as Tavoy, Mergui and Tenasserim.
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The trade in forest product was abruptly'discontinued for
a period when Ayutthaya was conquered by the Burmese in 1569. Later
on, in the mid 16th to 17th century, trade in forest product was
revived and the ensuing period saw additional targeted at the

Japanese markets, thus establishing forest product as a major

branch of foreign trade especi hin the Ayutthaya-China-Japan

trade network since Chl and ): important markets for
such forest product Wt a@od, eagle-wood,
deer hides and ivory. A : £ product enabled

Ayutthaya to open i ; ‘x ‘? ‘evidenced by the

Western merchants w Aas Holland, England

and France occasiona oduct. In particular,
the volume of Dutch t : quite large ; the

Dutch became a mlddlém 2 portant forest product
s sapan-wood and deer hié:%iﬁfama aya and selling them in

the Japanese marke

The importiﬁc

18th century when chin es occured 1n the demand of external markets

due to severﬂf%ﬂ{g%ﬂq%ﬁjlwg tHef dtipese government's

changing its 11cy to market‘rice its major import. though & =

s A B RGRIHE R 81}@ e

especially teak, came to be sought after by private Chinese merchants

i tﬁrade continued until

who journeyed to Ayutthaya, had ships constructed and then transported
rice in them back to China, in general the importance of the forest
product trade diminished greatly, in terms of variety, Qolume and

markets.



=

This kind of change-Was direétly tied up with the interna-
tional trade network. It is exemplified by the case of calamity in
China which moved the Chinese royal court to reduce the volume of
expensive.and luxurious forest product imports, by the absolute

closed-door policy of Japan which at one time had been a major

between Holland and Ayut,:'_ o All s Actors bore significance

, in the diminishing impo : : foxest p oduct trade in the

late Ayutthaya perio _ ?ﬁ. ntinuous role as an

important trade act Haya.' ;::::
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