Journal of Research Methodology, Volume 15, Number 2 (May- August 2002)

9781736 INENNTAY TV 15 AUUN 2 (WOWMAN - RNIAN 2545)

A Synthesis of Needs Assessment Techniques Used
in Students’ Theses of Faculty of Education,
Chulalongkorn University*

Suwimon Wongwanich

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to synthesize needs assessment techniques
used in students’ theses of Faculty of Education in Chulalongkorn University.
The research sample consisted of 233 needs assessment-related theses conducted
during 2507-2540 B.E. The research instrument was recording form.

Most theses defined the needs based on solution-based model if unsolved
would result in unsatisfactory situation. The subject matter that most students
performed were organizing teaching and learning activities, staff development, and
teaching supervision. Most of the theses studied the needs of service providers, i.e.
needs of teachers. As for the needs of service receivers, mostly were the needs of students.
It was also found that the studies concentrated on input and process needs than output
needs.

Data collection techniques used in the theses were questionnaire survey,
interview, and group process. Most research employed multi-methods. The instruments
were mostly Likert rating scale with single-response format. Quantitative data were
found rather than qualitative data. Descriptive statistics were mostly employed using
mean, standard deviation, frequencies and percentage. The needs reports were
presented with priority setting than non-prioritized needs.

The synthesis results indicated that most of the theses did not employ
a complete needs assessment process consisting of 3 stages. They conducted only the
first stage: needs identification stage. The remaining two stages, i.e. needs analysis and

needs assessment stages were rarely‘ found in the theses.

* This research was supported by Ak-Gawit Praditsuwan research grant, Year 2541 B.E.
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