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This study is aimed at collecting information about Thai book-
publishing houses' business status, criteria used in selecting original
copies for publishing and their problems.

The data used for analysis are from 53 questionnaires sent back to
the researcher from the selected book publishing houses, and in - depth
interviews of executives and editors at six publishing houses.

It was found that the two biggest groups of the book publishing
houses are that with registered capital of less than one million baht each
(47.2%) and that with registered capital of between one million to ten

million baht (47.2%). Most of them (60.4%) are registered as limited
companies.

Considering the gatekeeping process, it was found that most
publishing houses under study selected original copies in accordance with
their policies. The other criteria used were; the readers' demand, the

publishers' personal interest and comparison with other publishing houses,
respectively.

In selecting authors, most publishing houses rated authors'
knowledge in their particular field as the top priority, followed by their
writing proficiency, educational backgrounds, fame, personal ideologies and
acquaintance with the publishers, respectively.

In selecting the contents of original copies, most publishing
houses rate the content with the aim to educate the readers as the first
priority, followed by that compatible with the publishers' particular

interest, that with good sales prospect and that aimed at entertaining the
readers, respectively.

It was also found that publishing houses of different sizes
(categorized in accordance with the amount of registered capital) do not
statistically have different criteria in selecting original copies, authors
and contents of the copies for publishing.

There were no statistically significant differences in the
criteria publishing houses with different types of operation (limited
company, ect.) and those with different lengths of operation used in

selecting original copies, authors and contents of the copies for
publishing.
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