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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study are (1) to analyze and synthesize research findings related to
factors affecting the selection of future teachers under the five-year teacher training program and
the use of self-evaluation as a tool for professional development of in-service teachers; and (2) to
propose policy recommendations for improving professionalism in teaching profession. The study
is a synthesis of qualitative and quantitative researches and is based on data collected from
documents, observations, questionnaires, interviews and focus groups. Descriptive data analysis,
needs analysis using a Modified Priority Needs Index (PNI__,_ ), and inferential statistics were

modified
used in the analysis of data. The following conclusions can be made from the study:

1. There are differences on factors affecting decisions among Grade 12 students and
student teachers who choose to enter the teaching profession. Grade 12 students whom have made
conscientious decisions to become teachers also have positive perceptions toward a career of
teaching. However, the same positive perceptions can only be found among student teachers who
rank moderately on academic achievement and come from areas other than Bangkok.

2. There is no major difference on the overall characteristics of faculty members, quality
of student inputs, instructional resources and media management, and students’ study methods
between the five-year and four-year teacher training programs. The five-year teacher training
program policy is designed to put more emphasis on subject contents and additional practical
teaching experiences. The program expects student teachers to take more courses in the Faculty
of Science or the Faculty of Arts to add more depths to the subject contents. However, the number
of academic courses required in the five-year program are less than expected.

3. A self-development model is used as a teacher development tool. The model consists
of teacher’s personal characteristics, behaviors, and professional skills components. A 43-item
self-evaluation checklist with scoring rubrics was developed. The checklist consists of two types
of evaluation criteria: one for benchmarking with the average teachers, and the other for
benchmarking with best- practice teachers. The checklist has 0.92 internal consistency reliability
coefficient.

4. The research also recommends that the followings should be added to the development
of professionalism of a teaching profession: to increase good perceptions toward a teaching
profession among high school students; to develop a monitoring mechanism to assure an
appropriate implementation of the five-year teacher training program; and to expand the
utilization of the self-evaluation checklist in the development and evaluation of in-service teachers.
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