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ABSTRACT

This rescarch was designed to study the political attitudes
of the police cadcts at the Police Academy in Sampran district,
Nakornpratom province, the gsle police academy in Thailand. Included
in the sample were 286 cadets ranging from the first to the fourth
year. The method of self administered questionnaire was employed
while in the process of data coll&ction.

The general hypothesis of this research is that police cadets
are more likely tojbe authoritarian in| their nature. Since the items
used to measure authoritarian and democratic attitudes were two
independent sets, the converse of the general hypothesis is also
expected. In general, it is expected that the cadets at the same time
score low in the items on democratic attitudes.

In addition to the general hypothesis, two specific hypotheses
were formulated. The two specific hypotheses are:

1. Police cadets in advanced years are more likely to have
an authoritarian political attitudes.

2. Police cadets whose family's social status (as measured
by occupation and income of parents) is high are more likely to be

authoritarian.



The results from this study gave only a partial support to
the general hypothesis. It was found that the police cadets were
mingling in their political attitudes. Interestingly enough, while
they scored quite low (2.95) on the items measured democratic attitude,
their score as a group for the items measured authoritarian was also
indicative of showing negative responses. In view of this mixed
picture of political attitudes among the police cadets, it was of
particular interest to note that' the moderately high correlation of
0.50 between the two-indepcndent sets of item on political attitudes
was found. This positivc’ ¢correlation substantiates the ceneral
contention that derocratic’ and auvthoritarian political attitudes are
usually mixed within each-person. Furthermore, the other two specific
hypotheses were rejected,  When the police cadets were stratified by
the number of ycars @Achiecved and family background, it was found that

there were no statistical significance amonco themn.
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