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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this mésearch is to study family life
of welfare recipient families in Klong Toey Slum Community.
The topics studied include f?gily structure, social and economic
backgrounds, economic~statué;family retationships, relationshipg
with relatives and child rearing ﬁe;bQAS. This research also .

€X2mines problems and difficulties of welfare recipient families

in making adjustment to city life,

The data in this study were collected by interviewing
50 heads of household and 50 wives by using questionaires as

guides.

The findings show that the majority of heads of welfare
recipient families are rural migrants. Due to the lack of
education and techpical skills, they are foreed to work as
labourers at manual jobs and recieve very low incomes whioh

cause them and their families to experience great diffieulties



in making adjustment to city life in view of the hight cost of
living conditions in Bangkok. They are in great troubles and
find it difficult to get help from other people. Sometimes
they recieve help from relatives, though not very often because
the latter are also in the same situation. Apart from this
problem of economic poverty, in these families parents often
do not have much time to look after their children due to the
necessity to work outside home and the problem of insufficient

income which leads to conflicts and quarrels within the families

L]

The study finds that three fifth of heads of household
are men and two fifth ave womén indicating that women in low
income families take much responsibilities. Type of the families
are nuclear families and the average number of the family

members are 6.

The male heads of household ﬁho are mostly unskilled
manual workers are generally dissatisfied with their jobs due
to too much physical demand and low income. On the other hand
female heads of household who are mostly hawkers or vendors are
usually satisfied with their jobs. The average number of working
members in the families are 2 and the average total income of
the families are 1,362 baht per month. Methods of solving
problem of insufficient income include borrowing money from
their neighbours, relatives or employers. Half of the families

are approximately in debt.



n|

In family relationships conflicts and quarrels between
husbands and wives always occur because of insufficient incomes,
irresponsibility and drunkenness of husbands respectively. Most
of wives work outside homes but still take the responsibilities
for rearing children and doing housework. The employment of
wives outside homes functions to increase their decision making

power in the families.

In relationships with relativee more than half of the
families have relati#es‘iﬁ Klong Toey Community. Mutual help
and mutual visits of thé families are found mostly with wives!'
relatives in Bangkok than in the country. Types of mutual help
include temporary housing‘accommodation, and babies care. Money
lending is rarely foundﬁbécause relatives' economic status are

quite the same i.ei poor.

T

Regarding éﬂild réaring methods most families have school
going children in elementary classes. Persons helping in baby care
in case of employed wives are grandmothers, hired neighbours and
older children. Parents in welfare recipient families often do
not have much time to discipline their children due to the
necessity to work outside homes. Most parents desire their
children to be good people and have occupations when they grow up.
They want their children to have vocational education but they
can afford caly clementarr sducalion for their children because

of their very low income.
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