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Thesis Title Development of Thai Local - Self Government
from B.E. 2517 to 2519 : A Study of Decentra-

lization Policy.

. Nane Mr. Chalotorn Phacoatara
Name Advisor Assistant-Professor Panor Dinakara
Department Governnment
Acadenmic Year « 1978
- ,ABSTRACTS

This thesis conceéentrates its study on the relationships
between the decentral;zation poliecy and the administration of
local - self governm;;t‘ié ?hailand. Both aspects have relation-
ship with each other since decentralization is an important instru-
nment in determining the extent and scope of power in the decision -
making process as well as autonomy for the Thai local government.,
From the past experiences, there have existed many obstacles in an

attenpt to decentralize administrative power from central authority

to local administrative units.

The research covers the period fronm B.E, 2517 to B.E.2519
which has experienced rapid political development, especially in

regard to the emergence of numerous, political parties and interest



groups. Inspite of their existances, these newly - founded poli-
tical groups have never been politically strong, and have failed
to act as genuine political instrument in articulating group
interests. On the contrary, they tended to prefer violence, both
in policy and actions, in the struggle for groups interest at the
national level, not to mention their contemporary existence,
factions and also lack of ideology. Meanwhile bureaucracy remains
dominant in the Thai political decision - making and administra-

tive processes.

During the 2 Year /period covered in the study, four
governments have successivély taken political power - i.e. the
Sanya, Kukrit, Seni and Thdﬁin civilian governments. These govern-
ment have considerably showsn their interest as well as embarked on

some initiatives on the decentralization policy.

Ls for the sugéessiﬁewThai Legislative Lssemblies, during
This period, the second National Legislative Assembly of B.E.2516
and the House Qf Representative have propossed, debated and later
promulgate serveral different bills concerning the decentraliza-
tion and local government policies. The Ministry of Interior,
have presented important orders, precedures and bills associated
with local administration to the government of Mr. Seni Pramoj to

initiative the government's full action,

In order to test the hypothesis in all 3 aspects, the
analysis concludeds that : 1) every government recognizes the

main principle of decentralization, though different in details



and practices but its policies are not related 2) in practice,
the decentralization policies, have failed to encourage enough
participation from local people and the ruling authorities
exerted strong influence in this aspect 3) during that time
decentralization in the form of local - self government failed
because of the weakness of political systenm especially in con-
nection to the political parties and the interest groups. The
writer analysed and admitted that the second and the third
aspects of the hypotheéiélabe true but the first one is almost

wrong.

In the analyéis«thé'writer maintains that the decentra-
lization policy aiminé,at‘ghe'ﬁevelopment of Thai local - self
government should be designed sas the following : 1) the making
of the state policieé_in'décentralization should be done by the
political institutioﬂﬁ}<\2? the-methods and procedures about the
policies of decentralization should be studied and the research
about the topic should be encouraged clearly and, 3) the tenden-
¢y to give power to the Thai local - self government in the future

should receive priority in the government's national policy planning.

- - - —— - - - -
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