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ABSTRACT

The contents of this thesis are divided into 5 chaepters.
The first or introductory chapter is a historical study of the
past events to serve as a basis for sociologyical analysis, with
emphasis on social change as the result of agricultural development
during the period from B.E. 2435, when modification of the
Government administration system took place, up to B.E. 2475,
when the country cinged from absolute monarchy to limited
monarchy. Neil J. Smelser's theory, "Toward a theory of Modernizetion"
is used as the basis for the analysis in this respect. The second
chapter deals with tue subject of agricultural development during
the 40 years' period (B.E. 2435 = B.h. 2475), under the tollowing
headings: issuance of certificates of land ownership, irrigation
agriculture, forestry, preservation of aquatic animdls, mineraloqy
& geoloyy, cooperatives., The third chapter describes the living
conditions of the farmers during the 40 years' periocd (B.k. 2435 =

B.E« 2475), espcbially the obstacles encounterea in the farming



procedures, the rent of land for farming the loan of money, the sale
of rice produced, the poverty and hardship of the farmers as well
as matters relating to the rice mills and middlemen. The fourth
chapter discusses changes in the social system brought about
through the impact of agricultural development, both from factors
external and internal., Changes in Thailand, particularly

cultural changes arising from agricultural development, were
cauged by external factors with H.M. King Chulalongkorn as the
introducer of such changes, foreign experts and technicians together
with H.R.H. The King's sons and the foreign educated King's
scholarship students as the agents of such changes, and the civil
servants and farmers as the recipient of such changes. Whether

to which extent such changes would become successful depended
largely upon the communication of ideas between the introducer
end the recipient of the changes, for new concepts and innovations
to be accepted more easily depended upon their own merits as well
as the new method to be employed. The second half of this

chapter mentions the various factors within the social system
whick had to be accordingly adjusted, resulting in social changes.
Consequently, the differentiation of economic activities brought
about a new relationship between farmers, middlemen and the rice
mills. However, the differentiation of the value system, family
activities and stratification system during the period under

this study did not yet exist in Thai society, although there was

a tendency that changes would probably materialize later,



On the other hand, the integration of differentiated activities
was the formation of cooperatives which continue up to the
present time, Finally discontinuation in differentiation and
integration is obviously shown in the poverty hardship and
deterioration of the living conditions of the farmers in

general., The fifth and last chapter sums up the findings of this

research in all respects.
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