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THESI3 TITLE . Thai-Cambodian Relations from 1953 to 1961
NAME :  Mr, Dhanasarit Satawedin
DEPARTMENT : International Relations
ACADEMIC YEAR : 1971
ABSTRACT

Relations between Thailand and Cambodia during 1953 and
1961 are of great interest to students in Southeast Asian Affairs,
The dEVeIOpment of the relations does not resemble the pattern of
traditional relations. 'In the history, before France established
her protectorate in Cambodia, the relations between the two neigh-
bours developed in.a rather typical way. Cambodia had been under
hai overlordship. [ 8Bhe had tried in various occasions to alter the
situation. IBach time Thailand was found in a difficult situation,
Cambodia attacked her and received aids from outside powers to
balance Thai influence, Cambodia succeeded in the matter in 10GL

when she accepted the French protectorate,

During 1953 and 196, the pattern changed. The relations
were no more the affairs between the two neighbouring countries,
International politics especially Southeast Asian pelitics had
played a considerable role, During this period, Thailand and Camn~-
bodia had fallen in the arena of iCold War' in the same way as

other countries. The two countries adopted different policies.



While Thailand had aligned herself closely to the Jest, Cambodia
had advocated the policy of neutralism or, for more accurate signi-
fication, non-alignment. In this situation, when one nation fol-
lowed a properly chosen step of foreign policy for its interest,

it occasionally affected the interest of the other. It is of no
surprise that within threc years from 1958 to 1961, Cambodia had

twice broken her diplomatic relations with Thailand.

The relations between the two countries during the period
limited in this thesis showed mutual antagonism in various ways.
The situation of the relations may be accurately described as one
of the least cordial relations betwecen neighbouring countries.
Among other things, personal feeling of Cambodian Chief of Siate,
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, towards Thailand and Thai lecaders contri-
buted a considerable part to the bad relations between the two
countrics., Some speecialists and students in Southeast Asian AffTairs
consider traditionai antagonism as the major causc of the strainecd
relationship while some others put the weight on current hostiliti.:-
and influcnce of the "Cold War' compctition., It is found, however,
in this thesis that the causes of the difficulties in the relations

had arisen from both traditional hostilities and currcnt conflicts.

The difficulties in the relations between the two countries
are found the matter of mere politics., #While the political rela-
tions were in difficult condition and even during the absencc of

diplomatic ties, Thailand and Cambodia have co-operated in social



and ecconomic fields. The operation of the Committee for the
Development of the Lower Mekong Basin since 1957 has proved the
fact. As the difficulties are the matters of politics, they are
the matters of change., When internal conditions in cach country
change or when international politics effecting Southeast Asia

changes, Thai-Cambodian reclations conscquently change.
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