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Thesis Title The Effects of Knowledge of Contraception on Family Planning
Acceptance among Women in Postpartum Wards at Siriraj Hospital ,
Name Miss Nipa Purinthrankura Department Social Studies.

Academic Year 1971.

ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to identify the influence of the
women’s preconception about certain kinds of contraceptive methods (IUD ana
oral pills) on their acceptance and practice of such methods, The study limits
itself to the analysis of the interrelation of acceptance and preconception of
side effects of contraceptive methods and other factors. Consequently, the
result of this study can provide information on amticipation of the problems
of termination, and practice which is useful for planning effective family

planning programs,

The data used in the study was collected from questionaire forms which
were especially designed for this study. The sample of 517 cascs was drawm
from the currently married women, age 15 = 44 after delivery at Siriraj Hospital
during November 10 - 20 1969, At this time Siriraj Hospital was participating

in the postpartum family planning pilot project.

The study attempts to test several hypothesis : The study assumes that:
(1) Vomen who have positive preconceptions about the oral pill or IUD are more
likely to accept these methods than those who have negative preconceptions,
(2) Women who have positive preconceptions are more likely to accept the oral

pill or IUD than women who have no preconccptions about these methods.

It is found in this study that tho preconcieved side = effects of the

IUD or oral pills have no statistical significant relationship with the following



variagbles :

(1) Demographic factors (age, number of living children and duration
of marriage)

(2) Sociological factors (lovel of education of the postpartum women
and their husband’s)

(3) Socioeconomic factors (occupation of the postpartun women and
their husband’s)

(4) Psychological factors (attitudes towards family planning)

(5) The rate of acceptance.

In brief, the preconcieved side effects are not statistically related

to the above variables,

Although these preconcieved side effects are not related to the above
variables and the acceptance rate, they are significantly related to the source
from which the preconception of the sice effects of the JUD or oral pill is
derived. In other wards postpartﬁm women whose sources of precenception are
doctors or nurses tend to have more positive knowledge of the birth control
methods then those whose sources are friends, husband, relatives, mass media,

etc,

Nonetheless, the rate of acceptance is significantly related to belief

in the kind of preconception that those women have. The rate of acceptance is

found higher among the women with positive preconception and belief than among

the group with positive preconception and non belief and the lowest rate of

acceptance anmong the women with negative preconception and belicf.




Furthermore, the rate of accepltance is statistically related to the
number of liv;:_ng cﬁiiciren and also to the desire for additional childrén.
The rate of acceptance is directly related to the number of living children
(classified according to mother’s age and the duratipn of marriage). This
is probably because these women feel the need to 'ppéée out their pregnancies.
Moreover women above 30 years of age with marriage duration of ten years and
kaving at least five children have a lower acceptance rate than gny other
women, eventhough this group does not desire additional children, The reason
could be that since these women are close to menopausal age they believe that
they have little chance of being pregnant again or it could be due to the mental

health factors or they might have gone to accept the contraception at dther

places. They may also take some time to make a decision to accept the services.

The thesis also finds that the number of living children is related
to the women’s educational level, age, and du_ration of marriagc., However, it
should be noted that although women who arc more educated tend to have fewer
children, their acceptance rate is quite low. It is possible that they are using

birth control scrvices at some ¢6ther place.

In corclusion, the factors which are highly related to the rate of
acceptance are the number of living children othe reasons to limit family size
and the belief of the preconception of the side effects of the IUD or oral pills.
But contrary to the hypothesis, the preconception of the side offects are not
rclated to the acceptance rate. (Which means to accept within three months at
Siriraj Hospital; it excludes however cascs where the women have gone to accept
at the other clinids,} Several short comings of the present study should be

noted, Differences by age could not be exaimed in detail because the atatistical



techniques used in this study required that only broad age groups be considered.
A detailed categorization of the educational level was also not possible
because the questionaire was too inexact, Any similar study in the future

should attempt to look into both of these factors to determine if they might

have influenced our findings.

Another limitation of this study results from the use of and acceptance
rate which includes only those postpartum women which accept family planning
within three months af%er delivery. If the period was extendended different

findings might result.
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