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ABSTRACT

The establishment of the university in the region outside
Bangkok is the government policy which aims at spreading the
advancement to the rural area. The objective of this research is
to study the role of the university on the development of the North
East Region, as well as to study the relationship between the
university and the growth of Khon Kaen community., The finding is
that the university has performed its role well in accordance with
its objective. That is the university has been given the residents
of the region a priority to enroll in the university. Up till now,
60 percent of the total number of the students are residents of the

North East region.

As for the academic programme of the university, Khon Kaen
University opens courses owing to the need of the region. Most of
the graduates from the university work in the North East and the

trend to work there is increasing, except for the engineering



graduate which is not in the present need of the region. Most of
them work in Bangkok or the central region. In future when more
natural deposits are recovered and brqught to use engineer
graduates will be most essential for the regional development.
Besides, the university is acted as the academic center of the
North East region. The center undergoes the studies and researches,
which can serve the society, pertinent to the need and problem of
the region. However there is still lack of clear evidence how

much the service the university has given to the society.

With reference to the relationship between the university
and the Khon Kaen city, the former is given public services, labour
and the accomodation. In returns, the university helps in building
the city's economic and social growth that is acted in terms of an
academic institute, offices, public medical centers and education.
The direct relationship can be clearly seen by the expansion of
urban landuse and transportation between the university and the
central city. Thus it can be denoted the city and the university

are the same community.
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