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ABSTRACT

The Objectives of the Research :

1. To study the roles of District Officers in Elementary
Education Administration, especially in the areas of educational
planning, decision making, personnel administration, academic
administration, financial administration and the follow-up and
evaluation of job performance, by comparing the opinions of
Pistrict Officers, District Education Officers and District Educa-
tion Section Chiefs,

2. To study the various obstacles and problems arising in
the educational administration task of the District Officers in

the Northern Region.

Research Procedures :

1. The total population in this study includes 408 persons

who are concerned with the administration of district



elementary education in the Northern Region of Thailand 3 136
District Officers, 136 District Education Officers and 136
District Education Section Chiefss

2. The instrument used in the study was a questionnaire
consisting of three parts : a checklist, a rating scale and
open~ended questions, covering the six areas mentioned aboves

3¢ A total of 408 gquestionnairs were distributed by
the reseacher and by mail. Of these, 353 copies, or 86452
percept; were returneds The data were then analysed by percen=

tages, arithematic means and standard deviationss

Reaearch Findings ¢

l. For the most part, the District Officers in the
Northern Region of Thailand have obtained a bachelor:s'degree,
have many years in government service, are middle=-aged, and
have less than six years in the position of District Officerse

2. Regarding the roles of District Officers in ele@entary
education administration in the Northern Region of Thailand, it
was found that District Officers performed greatly concerning
decision making, personnel administration and financial affairse
They were found to have quite small roles in education planning,
in the administration of academic affairs, and in the follow=-up
and evaluation of job performances But on the basis of individaul

group opinion, the District Officers believed that they have major



roles in all six arease. The District Bducation Section Chiefs
agreed with them regarding decision making, personnel administra~
tion, and financial affairs. For the other tasks, the District
Education Section Chiefs believe that the District Officers have
minor rolese The District Education Officers, however, believed
that the District Officers had minor roles in all six arease

3 According to the opinions of the population included
in this research, the problems and obtacles of the District
Offiéers include : so many responsibilities or such overloading
of work that they have very little time for elementary education
administration; lack of facilities for education administration
insufficient financial support; shortage of qualified personnelj

and lack of coordination for elementary educatione
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