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Thesis Title Kinship Role Behavior in Families in a

Suburban Area of Bangkok Metropolis
Name Miss Roongpan Hengrasme; Department of SOCi°1?§ev
Academic Year 1976
ABSTRACT

Kinship relations are part of social life in all societies,
Kinsmen are aware of kinship ties. But action and relation among
kinsmen depend on social and eeonomic factors of the individual
family. This study of kinship role béhavior in families in a subur-
ban area of Bangkok Metropolis seeks factual detail of behavior that
each performs according to his or her role in the living and working

pattern of both consanguineous and affinal kinds of kin.

Since the population studied is small, close observation
and depth interview are used principal research methods to obtain
data on role behavior of relatives in nuclear and extended families
in the chosen area of study in a Bangkok suburb since the beginning
of the investigation in May, 1975, The analysis is based on the
distinction of relations between consanguineous kin and between
affinal kin in nuclear and extended families, by pairing of roles
of relatives living in the same family who belong to the same

generation and to different generations.

The results of the study show that in both types of family,

women have more involvement with their parental family than men, as



when they introduce their own relatives into the family or depend

on relatives from the family of origin for child .care and other
cconomic aid. The mother-daughter relationship serves as the link
in the old ties, no matter whether they live topether or separately.
In extended families, absolute authority in decision making rests
with the man who shoulder the family economic burden, whereas in a
nuclear family the active participation of the wife in family
earnings helps to reduce the husband's dominance. This includes
also the case in which the wife's relatives share in the economic
support of the family or help in child care. In a case where the

wife takes care of all family responsibilities, she is all powerful,

It is worth noting that the study of detail of all factors
encountered problems of personal conflicts, of cooperation and
time allowed for the intervisws. Thus it took quite some time to
gain proper understanding of the pattern of kinship behavior in each
family. The present study suffers several limitations in both the
size of population and the methods of investigation., More study

of Thai family system is still nceded.
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